


The Purpose of PaCEand 
Resources Available for Schools



Welcome
In the chat tell us:
● Your nam e , organ iza tion  or school
● What town you 're  jo in ing us from
● Your favorite  th ing to  do to  decom press
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Agenda
1. Overview of the Postsecondary and Career Expectations 

Framework ( PaCE)
2. New Resources on PaCE
3. PaCESupport
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Overview of PaCE
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Illinois PaCEFramework
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Components of the Illinois PaCEFramework

● A student should be supported to:
● A student should know:
● A student should have:

ISBE, ICCB, IBHE, ISAC
7/1/2017

By the end of 8th grade

By the end of 9th grade

By the end of 10th grade

By the end of 11th grade

By the end of 12th grade
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Making the Connection
Several benchmarks help support and meet College and Career Readiness Indicators and College 
and Career Pathway Endorsements
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New Resources on PaCE

9



PaCEImplementation Guide

● Only in digital format
○ Available on ISAC’s 

PaCEwebsite
● Provides extensive 

guidance on adopting and 
implementing a PaCE
Framework
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Components of Illinois PaCEImplementation Guide

● Adopting a PaCE 
framework

● Building understanding 
with stakeholders 

● Developing a plan for 
implementation 

● Executing the 
implementation plan

● Best practices for how to 
build a team of 
stakeholders
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College and Career Readiness Plan Documentation
● New drop -down menu in Gift Assistance Program (GAP) Access – available October 

2021
● Menu is in School Demographic section on GAP Access
● Principals can document the high school's college and career readiness efforts
● Selection is shared with ISAC

○ This helps the professional development staff conduct outreach to schools on 
implementation of an Illinois PaCE Framework or PaCE-aligned framework

Note: Press save  once  an  op tion  has been  se lected
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Accessing the Drop-Down Menu
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PaCE Support
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Illinois PaCEWebsite
● Materials and resources 

to support PaCE are 
available online, including:
○ Customized 

framework examples
○ Descriptions of PaCE 

support options
○ Implementation 

support
○ Upcoming webinars
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www.isac.org/pace

http://www.isac.org/pace


PaCESupport Request Form
● A request form must be submitted 

for any of the ISAC PaCE 
Support options

● Available online at 
isac.org/pace/pace-request-form

● All PaCE support and training 
offerings are being held virtually
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PaCEImplementation Support
● Series of three, one -hour meetings with ISAC and the school/district 

implementation team
● Work with the implementation team to understand and complete the Take an 

Inventory, Prioritize Gaps, and  Action Plan workshee ts
● Upon com ple tion  of the  m ee tings, the  school/d istrict im plem enta tion  team  will be  

equ ipped  to  im plem ent the ir fram ework – Illinois PaCE or PaCE-a ligned  fram ework
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www.isac.org/pace/pace-support-and-training

https://www.isac.org/pace/pace-support-and-training.html


2022 Illinois PaCESymposium 
● Thursday, April 21, 2022
● Virtual
● One day symposium to learn more 

about:
○ Strengthening postsecondary 

readiness efforts
○ Meet educators who have 

implemented PaCE 
○ Share implementation efforts that 

support students
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www.isac.org/pace/Illinois-PaCE-Symposium/

http://www.isac.org/pace


Upcoming Webinar Opportunities

● PaCE Overview
3/23/22 at 11:00 a.m.

● PaCE Implementation Leader 
Training
4/13/22 at 12:00 p.m.
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www.isac.org/pace/Webinars/

https://www.isac.org/pace/Webinars/


Illinois PaCE Student Checklist
● Corresponds with the Illinois PaCE benchmarks​
● Written in student -friendly language​
● Designed to help students prepare for life after school​
● Divided by grade level (8 -12)​
● Each grade level includes action items for career, money, and college
● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:

○ Relationship between Community Service/Extracurricular activities and 
postsecondary/career goals (8 th grade)

○ Complete a unit on education planning (9 th grade)
○ Importance of community service and extracurricular activities to postsecondary and 

career plans (9 th grade)
○ Outline a plan for community service and extracurricular activities related to 

postsecondary plans (9 th grade)
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www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


College Changes Everything (CCE) Campaign 
● Mission of the CCE Campaign is to encourage 

students to complete their college and 
financial aid applications

● To participate, schools and organizations:
○ Conduct one college application workshop 

and
○ One  financia l a id  com ple tion  workshop

● Supports the  follow PaCE benchm arks:
○ Attended  a  FAFSA com ple tion  workshop  

(12th grade )
○ Com ple ted  the  FAFSA (12th grade )
○ Com ple te  3 or m ore  adm issions app lica tions 

to  postsecondary institu tions (12th grade )
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www.collegechangeseverything.org/ccemonth

https://www.collegechangeseverything.org/ccemonth/


FAFSA Completion Initiative
● ISAC offers the FAFSA Completion Initiative to assist high schools with identifying 

students who have not completed a FAFSA/Alternative Application, in its Gift 
Assistance Program (GAP) Access portal

● It’s a resource for Illinois high schools to keep track of their students’ financial aid 
application rates 

● Ability to track student activity can support compliance with the FAFSA mandate
● Supports the following PaCE benchmark:

○ Completed the FAFSA (12th grade)
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https://www.isac.org/home/fafsa

https://www.isac.org/home/fafsa


Financial Aid Application Completion Initiative
● Track the FAFSA, 

Alternative Application, and 
Opt-out waiver in GAP 
Access

● Use the ISAC roster for ISBE 
compliance

● For questions, contact:
Mary Lewis -
Mary.Lewis@Illinois.gov
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https://www.isac.org/home/fafsa/index.html

mailto:Mary.Lewis@Illinois.gov
https://www.isac.org/home/fafsa/index.html


ISAC Transcript Exchange 
● Provides a secure, online process for 

sharing transcript information for 
Illinois students

● Service is FREE to Illinois high schools
● To participate or learn more, contact:

Lenore Smith
Lenore.Smith@Illinois.gov
(217) 685-2678 

● Supports the following PaCE 
benchmark:
○ Complete 3 or more admissions 

applications to postsecondary institutions 
(12th grade)

www.isac.org/transcript-exchange

mailto:Lenore.Smith@Illinois.gov
http://www.isac.org/transcript-exchange


Illinois High School2Career
● Online tool to help students explore their postsecondary and career options 

with information on:
○ Postsecondary education choices by degree type, 
○ Academic area of study, and
○ Career outcomes

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Complete a unit on education planning (9 th grade)
o One  or two caree r cluste rs for fu rthe r exp lora tion  and  deve lopm ent (9th grade )
○ Educationa l requ irem ents, cost, expected  en try leve l, and  m idpoin t sa la ry for 

occupations in  se lected  caree r pa thway (10th grade )
○ Se lect a  caree r pa thway with in  a  caree r cluste r of in te rest (10th grade )
○ Affordab ility of postsecondary op tions in  re la tion  to  expected  en try-leve l caree r 

sa la ry and  an ticipa ted  deb t (12th grade )
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www.ilhighschool2career.com

http://www.ilhighschool2career.com/


Illinois College2Career
● Search tool for Illinois 2 -year and 4 -year institutions with information on:

○ Career Outcomes
○ Costs
○ Financial Aid 
○ Graduation Rates
○ Student Debt 

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Educational requirements, cost, expected entry level, and midpoint salary for 

occupations in selected career pathway (10 th grade)
○ How career pathway courses and experiences articulate to degree programs at 

postsecondary options (12 th grade)
○ Affordability of postsecondary options in relation to expected entry -level career 

salary and anticipated debt (12 th grade)
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www.ilcollege2career.com

http://www.ilcollege2career.com/


College Scorecard
● Available online and through the myStudentAid app to help students learn 

about different postsecondary options, including:
○ Cost, 
○ Graduation Rate, 
○ Majors, 
○ Employment outcomes, and more

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Different types of postsecondary credentials and institutions (10 th grade)
○ 3-5 match schools, one safety, one reach school for postsecondary program of study (11 th grade)
○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options (9 th grade)
○ Estimated cost of each postsecondary option (12 th grade)​
○ Affordability of postsecondary options in relation to expected entry -level career salary and 

anticipated debt (12 th grade)
○ Educational requirements, cost, expected entry level and midpoint salary for occupations in 

selected career pathway (10 th grade)
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collegescorecard.ed.gov

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


Illinois Postsecondary Profiles
● Online tool to help students 

explore different postsecondary 
and career options and can 
search by:
○ Institution Type
○ Types of Degrees offered
○ Cost
○ Location
○ Career Pathways
○ Career Outcomes
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illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com

http://illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com/Home/Index


Illinois Postsecondary Profiles (continued)
● Supports the following PaCE 

benchmarks:
○ Attend a postsecondary options 

workshop (9 th grade)
○ Complete a unit on education planning 

(9th grade)
○ Different types of postsecondary 

credentials and institutions 
(10th grade)

○ 3-5 match schools, one safety, one reach 
school for postsecondary program of 
study (11 th grade)

○ Visit at least 3 postsecondary institutions 
(11th grade)

○ Complete an orientation to career 
clusters (9 th grade)

○ One or two career clusters for further 
exploration and development (9 th grade)

○ Select a career pathway within a career 
cluster of interest (10 th grade)

○ Complete an orientation course to a 
particular career cluster or cluster 
grouping (10 th grade)

○ Identify an internship opportunity related 
to the career pathway 
(11th grade)

○ General cost ranges of various 
postsecondary options (9 th grade)

○ Estimated cost of each postsecondary 
option (12 th grade)​

○ Affordability of postsecondary options in 
relation to expected entry -level career 
salary and anticipated debt (12 th grade)
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illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com

http://illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com/Home/Index


Illinois workNet
● Web platform that provides 

individuals with career resources, 
including: 
○ Career exploration and 

preparations 
○ Interest profiler 
○ Job searching 
○ Resume building 
○ Skills inventory 

30

www.illinoisworknet.com

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


Illinois workNet (continued)
• Supports the following PaCE 

benchmarks:
o Com ple te  a  ca ree r cluste r 

survey (8th grade )
○ Concept of ca ree r cluste rs of 

in te re sts (8th grade )
○ Com ple te  an  orien ta tion  to  

ca ree r cluste rs 
(9th  grade )

○ One  or two caree r cluste rs for 
fu rthe r explora tion  and  
deve lopm ent (9th grade )

○ Revisit ca ree r cluste r in te re st 
survey and  take  ca ree r in te rest 
survey 
(9th grade )

○ Se lect a  ca ree r pa thway with in  
a  caree r cluste r of in te rest 
(10th grade)

○ Com ple te  an  orien ta tion  course  
to  a  particu la r ca ree r cluste r or 
cluste r grouping (10th grade )

○ Revisit the  ca ree r survey (11th

grade )
○ Crea te  a  re sum e  and  pe rsona l 

sta tem ent 
(11th grade )

○ Participa te  in  m ock job  
in te rview (11th grade )

○ Applica tion  deadlines, te st 
tim ing, cost, and  prepara tion  
for industry-based  ce rtifica tion  
for ca ree r pa thway (11th grade )

○ Caree r a ttribu tes re la ted  to  
ca ree r in te rests 
(12th grade )

○ If app licab le , rece ive  industry-
based  ce rtifica tion(s) re la ted  to  
the  ca ree r pa thway 
(12th grade )

○ Be exposed  to  a  financia l 
lite racy un it in  a  course  or 
workshop  (8th grade )

○ Affordability of postsecondary 
op tions in  re la tion  to  expected  
en try-leve l ca ree r sa la ry and  
an ticipa ted  deb t 
(12th grade )

www.illinoisworknet.com

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


Internships and Summer Jobs
● Listing of co -op positions, jobs, and internships for 

students at different Illinois companies across the 
state

● Exposes students to experiential learning 
opportunities as they explore different careers

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Attend a career exploration day (9 th grade)
○ Visit at least one workplace aligned with career 

interests (10 th grade)
○ Identify an internship opportunity related to the 

career pathway (11 th grade)
○ Obtain an internship opportunity related to the 

career pathway (12 th grade)
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www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs


Claim Your Future
● Financial literacy game that allows students to choose 

a career and navigate through different spending 
choices

● Game can be played online or using game kit, which 
includes careers based on Illinois employment 
statistics

● Supports the following PaCE benchmark:
○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or 

workshop (8 th grade)
○ Complete an orientation to career clusters (9 th grade)
○ Educational requirements, cost, expected entry level 

and midpoint salary for occupations in selected career 
pathway (10 th grade)
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www.isac.claimyourfuture.com

http://www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/


Cappex – College Search

● Search for colleges by:
○ Cost
○ Majors
○ Campus and more

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Different types of postsecondary credentials and institutions (10 th grade)
○ 3-5 match schools, one safety, one reach school for postsecondary program of 

study (11 th grade)
○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options (9 th grade)
○ Estimated cost of each postsecondary option (12 th grade)​
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.cappex.com/ISAC


Cappex – Scholarship Search
● Search for scholarships by:

○ Grade level​
○ First Generation 
○ Majors and more

● Supports the 
following PaCEbenchmarks:​
○ Financial aid deadlines for 

chosen postsecondary options 
(11th grade)

○ Terms and conditions of any 
scholarship or loan (12 th grade)
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.cappex.com/ISAC


College Checklist
● Serves as a reminder of the step's students 

need to take to apply for college and 
financial aid

● Steps are broken down by grade level
● Some steps may be time sensitive, 

depending on the grade level
● Supports the following PaCE benchmark:

○ Complete a unit on education 
planning (8 th grade)

○ Met with a school counselor to 
ensure all steps in the 
postsecondary admissions process 
are completed on time (12 th grade)

www.studentportal.isac.org/checklist
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Financial Aid Game
● Tests financial aid knowledge
● Can be divided into groups to work 

together to answer questions correctly 
and earn points

● Two levels:
○ Financial Aid 101
○ Advanced Financial Aid

● Supports the following PaCE 
benchmark:
○ Be exposed to a financial literacy 

unit in a course or workshop 
(8th grade)
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www.studentportal.isac.org/game

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/game


Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet

● Can compare three financial award letters 
at a time

● Gives a better understanding of the 
components within financial aid offers, 
such as:
○ Cost of Attendance 
○ Gift aid
○ Federal work -study and more

● Supports the following PaCE benchmarks:
○ Attend a financial aid award letter workshop 

(12th grade)
○ Estimated cost of each postsecondary 

option (12 th grade)
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www.studentportal.isac.org/finaid

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/finaid


https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/

Federal Student Aid Estimator
● Uses demographic and income 

information to help estimate a 
student’s eligibility for federal student 
aid

● Supports the following PaCE 
benchmark:
○ Complete a financial aid 

assessment with a family 
member (9 th grade)
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https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/


Monetary Award Program (MAP) Estimator
● Calculator that provides a student’s 

estimated MAP award based on: 
○ Expected Family Contribution
○ Dependency status 
○ Colleges of Interest

● Can compare three Illinois schools at a 
time

● Supports the following PaCE benchmark:
○ Complete a financial aid assessment 

with a family member (9 th grade)
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www.studentportal.isac.org/mapestimator

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/mapestimator


ISACorps
● Near-peer mentoring

○ One-on-one assistance for students and their families
○ College and career exploration
○ Completing financial aid applications

● Presentations and workshops to cover the Illinois PaCE domains
○ Post-Secondary Education Exploration, Preparation, and Selection
○ Financial Aid and Literacy
○ Career Exploration and Development

● Supports the following PaCE benchmark:
○ Identify 2 -3 adults to support the student through the postsecondary and 

career selection process
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www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorp
s

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps


Find Your ISACorps Member

#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps


Corps Presentations
● College is Possible

○ Complete a unit on education planning (9 th grade)
○ The relationship between high school coursework, attendance, and grades to postsecondary 

plans (9th grade)
● Welcome to High School

○ Complete a unit on education planning (8 th grade)
○ Relationship between Community Service/Extracurricular activities and postsecondary/career 

goals (8th grade)
○ The relationship between high school coursework, attendance and grades to postsecondary 

plans (9th grade)
○ Importance of community service and extracurricular activities to postsecondary and career 

plans (9th grade)
○ Outline a plan for community service and extracurricular activities related to postsecondary 

plans (9th grade)
○ Benefit of early college credit opportunities to postsecondary access and completion (10 th grade)

43



Corps Presentations (continued)
● College Application Process

○ Importance of community service and extracurricular activities to postsecondary 
and career plans (9 th grade)

○ General timing of postsecondary entrance exams and applications (10 th grade)
○ Entrance requirements including application deadlines for expected postsecondary 

programs of study (11 th grade)
○ 3-5 match schools, one safety, one reach school for postsecondary program of 

study (11 th grade)
● College Application Workshop

○ Complete 3 or more admissions applications to postsecondary institutions (12 th

grade)
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Corps Presentations (continued)
● College 101

○ Attend a postsecondary options workshop (9 th grade)
○ Different types of postsecondary credentials and institutions 

(10th grade)
○ 3-5 match schools, one safety, one reach school for postsecondary program of 

study (11 th grade)
○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options (9 th grade)
○ Affordability of postsecondary options in relation to expected entry -level career 

salary and anticipated debt (12 th grade)
● All About Scholarships

○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop 
(8th grade)

○ Terms and conditions of any scholarship or loan (12 th grade)
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Corps Presentations (continued)
● The Financial Aid Process

○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop (8 th grade)
○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options 

(9th grade)
○ Attend a postsecondary affordability workshop with a family member (10 th

grade)
○ Different types of postsecondary credentials and institutions (10 th grade)

● Financial Aid Application Completion Workshop
○ Attended a FAFSA completion workshop (12 th grade)
○ Completed the FAFSA (12th grade)
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Corps Presentations (continued)
● FSA ID Workshop

○ Completed the FAFSA (12th grade)
● Managing College Costs

○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop 
(8th grade)

○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options (9 th grade)
○ Attend a postsecondary affordability workshop with a family member (10 th grade)

● Path of the FAFSA
○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop 

(8th grade)
○ General cost ranges of various postsecondary options (9 th grade)
○ Attend a financial aid award letter workshop (12 th grade)
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Corps Presentations (continued)
● FAFSA Follow-Up

○ Complete a financial aid assessment with a family member (9 th grade)
● Claim Your Future

○ Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop (8 th grade)
○ Complete an orientation to career clusters (9 th grade)
○ Educational requirements, cost, expected entry level and midpoint salary for 

occupations in selected career pathway (10 th grade)
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Thank You!

Questions? Email us at 
isac.pace@Illinois.gov
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