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This session will provide an overview of state 
policies and practices aimed at increasing the 
transition from high school to higher education in 
Illinois while increasing the likelihood of student 
persistence and completion to credential. 

Policy discussions will include minimizing 
remediation through transition courses in English 
and math, diversifying access to early college 
opportunities, and career pathways influence on 
early employment with a discussion of current 
statewide data on community college persistence 
and completion.   



STATE
POLICY 
INITIATIVES

Illinois Community College Board
Adopted Goals

College & Career Endorsements
Common Language ISBE CCR Indicators 

PaCE Framework
Counselor Competencies for Post Secondary Access

College Ready by Design
Transition Math and English Dual Credit Quality Act

Illinois Articulation Initiative
Codified in Legislation



Illinois Landscape

Illinois Community College Board

Illinois State Board of Education

Illinois P20 Council

Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity

State, 
Federal and 

Agency 
Alignment
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Every Student Succeeds Act

ESSA

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 

Act

WIOA

Support career and technical education at 

the secondary and postsecondary levels

PERKINS V



Illinois 
Community 

College 
Board Goals 

SEAMLESS TRANSITION

Equitable Outcomes

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Expand Apprenticeships & Pathways

EQUITABLE OUTCOMES

System Wide Continuous Improvement
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● Statewide transfer agreement

● More than 100 participating colleges 

and universities in Illinois

● Faculty-driven process

● Guarantees Transfer in General 

Education
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ISBE Career Pathway Endorsements



CAREER EXPLORATION ACTIVITY

Job Shadow, Career Fair

CAREER DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

Supervised Work Experience 

(Exception to 5 Clock Hour Day)

TEAM BASED CHALLENGE

Group Problem Based Learning Project

YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP

Minimum 450 hours Paid OJT and Related 

Technical Instruction



Career 
Ready 
Indicators

CAREER DEVELOPMENT EXP
ATTAINING/MAINTAINING 
EMPLOYMENT 12 MONTHS

INDUSTRY CREDENTIAL
CONSECUTIVE SUMMER 
EMPLOYMENT
DUAL CREDIT COURSE IN 
PATHWAY
COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMPLETION PROGRAM OF STUDY
TWO+CO CURRICULARS
MILITARY SERVICE OR ASVAB

Accountability  
Framework ESSA (K12)





Why is it important for the 
state agencies to align goals 

and policies? 
What are we trying to impact 

with our partnerships?



33.7%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 4YR 
INSTITUTION

14.2%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 2YR 
INSTITUTION

National Center for Education Statistics (2015) , IPEDS, Graduation Rates (2016)

AFRICAN AMERICAN

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 4YR 
INSTITUTION

24.6%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 2YR 
INSTITUTION

49.3%

HISPANIC



66.4%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 4YR 
INSTITUTION

37.8%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 2YR 
INSTITUTION

National Center for Education Statistics (2015) , IPEDS, Graduation Rates (2016)

WHITE

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 4YR 
INSTITUTION

30.6%

ILLINOIS 
GRADUATION 
RATE 2YR 
INSTITUTION

60%

OVERALL



Pre COVID: National Data

24% Overall (2020)



62.9%

ILLINOIS ADVANCEMENT 
RATE 2YR INSTITUTION

Illinois Community College Board (2016 cohort)

OVERALL



46.7%

AFRICAN 
AMERICAN

57.5%

HISPANIC

ILLINOIS ADVANCEMENT RATE 2YR INSTITUTION

ASIAN

68.4%

WHITE

75.2%

Illinois Community College Board (2016 cohort)



COLLEGE READY
Multiple Measures/Statewide 

Recommendations for Placement
Co-Requisite

Transition Courses

Completion Strategy



COLLEGE READY BY DESIGN

TRANSITION COURSES
ADVANCED 

PLACEMENT
DUAL CREDIT

RAN

MULTIPLE MEASURES 
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BOARD AREA OF FOCUS 2015

• PARCC score of 4 or 5 in subject area 
• ACT  22 in Math  19 in English 
• SAT  530 Math  480 English 
• Placement tests with appropriate scores
• High School GPA  English: 3.0 (4.0 scale)  
• Math: 3.0 w/successful completion 4th year 
• Transitional Math or English 
• GED score of 165

MULTIPLE MEASURES/STATEWIDE 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLACEMENT 

ADOPTED  2018
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● Grants to 30 Colleges to Support 

Implementation

● Focus on Math

● 981 enrolled in ELA Co-Requisite 

course with 87.7% completion of 

gateway course

● 582  enrolled in Math 

Co-Requisite course with 89.3% of 

gateway course

Co-Requisite Dev-Ed 

Grants (2016)
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ENGLISH (2019) 
● 12 PILOT GRANTS
● LANGUAGE ARTS TRANSITION
● TRANSITIONAL ENGLISH PANEL BEGAN 

APPROVING COURSES FALL 2021 WITH COURSES 
OFFERED AT 68 HIGH SCHOOLS.  

Grants to ALL Colleges

MATH (2017) 
● TECHNICAL

● QUANTITATIVE LITERACY

● STEM

● ALL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS NOW HAVE 
AT LEAST ONE APPROVED TRANSITIONAL MATH 
COURSE OFFERED AT 459 PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
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Transitional Instruction  allows those who are not 

determined to be college ready the opportunity to 

achieve such levels prior to graduating high school. It 

uses a panel process similar to IAI.  This will grant 

them “portability” allowing them to to go into college 

gateway courses at all Illinois community colleges. 

MATH

● Senior in high school who has met the high school 

math graduation requirement

● Not projected to be college ready by the end of 

their junior year (enrolled in AP or dual credit 

course)

● Not enrolled in math course in senior year

ENGLISH 

● Has completed three prior english course credits

● not projected to be college ready by end of junior 

year (AP or dual credit course)
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DATA TRENDS
Illinois Community College Students

Enrollment by  Remedial Coursework

Fiscal Years 2010, 2014, and 2018
*Proportional to Enrollment

5-Year 10-Year

FY2010 FY2014 FY 2018 % Change % Change

Math Only 65,548 58,347 37,673 -35.4% -42.5%

English Only 9,231 7,994 7,197 -10.0% -22.0%

Reading Only 6,125 4,402 2,372 -46.1% -61.3%

Math & English 12,942 9,588 6,320 -34.1% -51.2%

Math & Reading 6,211 4,607 2,092 -54.6% -66.3%

English & Reading 5,279 5,713 3,706 -35.1% -29.8%

Math, English & Reading 10,506 9,896 4,793 -51.6% -54.4%

Total 115,842 100,547 64,153 -36.2% -44.6%
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DUAL ENROLLMENT

THE POWER OF 

Completion Strategy



Graduation Rate Full-Time Cohorts Fall 2015-2017

● Nationally, 86% of early 
college graduates who enroll 
in college after high school 
graduation persist to their 
second year

● Two years post high school, 
25% of early college students 
had earned a degree, 
compared to 5% of 
comparison students

● Students in TX universities 
w/DC 30% more likely to earn 
bachelor’s degrees and 42% 
more likely to complete 
bachelor’s degrees within four 
years

OTHER STUDIES



Graduation Rate Full-Time Cohorts Fall 2015-2017
 



TOP COURSES IN FY 2020



DEMOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN FY 2020



REGIONAL TRENDS 



COLLEGE READY

CAREER READY

SELF EFFICACY

INFORMED CHOICE
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WE CAN impact 
post-secondary completion 
rates and economic mobility 
by systematically increasing 
college and career readiness 

in Illinois.



College Ready By Design
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Dr. Lazaro Lopez
Chair Illinois Community College Board, Interim 

Superintendent High School District 214

Dr. Marcus Brown
 Deputy Director for Academic Affairs & Student Success

Illinois Community College Board


	Blank Page



