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● Pathway Course Selection: Model Programs of Study Guides
● Background: Illinois Articulation Initiative
● Expanding Education Pathways and a Call for Statewide Transferability of 

Education Courses
● Q&A



Pathway Course Selection:
Model Programs of Study 
Guides



The primary purposes and goals for the Model Programs of Study Guides are to:

○ Provide guidance and exemplars for local programs to adopt or customize as 
they develop programs of study for approval as part of the Perkins V Plan.

○ Identify priority dual credit and early college courses that are foundational to 
the industry area and well-situated for statewide scaling and articulation.

○ Define the competencies that should be sequenced across a program of study 
course sequence to prepare students for the future of work in that industry area.

○ Identify entry points for work-based learning and related experiences.

Statewide Model Programs of Study



Partnership with State Agency overseeing Community Colleges, advisory 
committees from HS and College Faculty, with Employer associations as well

Intended audiences: 

• High school faculty working in pathways
• Community College faculty and staff (e.g. academic deans & department 

heads, early college liaisons, etc.)
• Education for Employment System Directors

Statewide Model Programs of Study...Pt. 2

Model POS is our attempt at a quality curricular sequence in pathway design



 Education
 Health Sciences
 Information Technology
 Manufacturing and 

Engineering

● Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources

● Architecture, Construction 
and Energy

● Arts and Communications
● Finance and Business Services

2020 Guides 2021 Guides

edsystemsniu.org/guides

2022 Guides
● Culinary Arts and 

Hospitality 
● Human and Public Service
● Education (Updated) 

http://www.edsystemsniu.org/guides


Model Programs of Study Mapping Process



• Using Department of Labor data and the MIT Living Wage 
Calculator for the State of Illinois as a reference, High 
Priority Occupation defined 

• Occupations with a positive growth outlook and 
• Occupations whose salaries are near or greater than 

the “Living Wage” of 1 Adult + 1 Child in Illinois.

• A “promising credential” is a degree or college certification 
that immediately prepares an individual for entry into a 
high-priority occupation, with a focus on credentials 
available in typical Illinois Community College. 

• Credential may also be is a clear precursor to or 
stackable credential for a high-priority occupation

High Priority Occupations & 
Promising Credentials



▪ Analyze “promising credential” program requirements 
at various Community Colleges in the state

▪ Tally and label all of the “career-focused” & “general 
education” courses across programs to determine 
which of these courses:

▪ Are most common across targeted programs,
▪ Are more likely accessible for dual credit, and
▪ Have the potential for transferability and currency 

(through the Illinois Articulation Initiative) or have 
industry credentials

Strategic Community 
College Courses



• Recommend early college courses reasonably 
accessible to HS students, goal is to at least get 6+ 
career-focused credit hours by HS graduation

• Keep open possibility for unique opportunities, i.e. 
work-based learning or capstone course

• Consider typical teacher and faculty credentials, as well 
as course delivery and approval processes

• Suggest initial post secondary courses and sequences 
that continue to accelerate student

• Recommend sequence in general education subject 
areas, including early college and AP supplements

Secondary to Postsecondary 
Sequence Mapping



Finance/Business Example
Survey of Community Colleges with Finance and Business Programs

• Urban – City Colleges of Chicago
• Suburban – Elgin, Harper
• Rural/Downstate –Rock Valley, Illinois Central College

Common Programs and Degrees Among Multiple Community Colleges Surveyed
• Next slide is a list programs/degrees/certificates that appeared at more than 1 of the 

Community Colleges analyzed, sometimes under different program names but 
grouped for simplicity here. 

• Career Certificates are excluded if they stacked into an AAS
• Programs that were hyper-specialized and unique to a college were excluded.
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Guided Transfer 

● Business AA**^^
● Accounting AA**^^
● Actuary AA^^

Business AAS, with specialities/certs^^

● General,**
● Insurance,
● HR,**
● Entrepreneurship,**
● Management,**
● Marketing,**
● Hospitality**

Supply Chain 

● Supply Chain AAS, AA/AS^^

Accounting 

● Accounting AAS**^^

Entry Level Bachelorʼs Degree Positions

● Business Operations Specialist OR Financial Analyst OR Market Research 
Analysts OR Human Resource Specialist

● Accountants and Auditors
● Actuary

Small/Local Business

● First-Line Supervisor of Retail Sales Workers OR Office & Administrative 
Support Workers OR First-Line Supervisor of Non-Retail Sales Workers

● Human Resource Assistant OR Lodging Manager OR Insurance Claim Clerk

Media Mass Communications

● Supply Chain Manager OR Production, Planning, 
& Expediting Clerks

Media Mass Communications

● Payroll & Timekeeping, OR, Bookkeeping, Accounting, 
& Auditing Clerk, OR Billing and Posting Clerks

Common CC Programs Leading to Occupations/Careers

** Aligns with ISBE CTE Program of Study Matrix   ^^Degree Stacks

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SY21-Matrix-FBS.pdf


Strategic Community College Courses

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lEl0Em5uMVXqFqB_ff4SysO4W_RCaoZ-oZu4nJUPM_I/edit?usp=sharing


Background :
Illinois Articulation Initiative
iTransfer.org

https://itransfer.org/






















IAI Descriptors & Approved Institutional Courses
Course Searches | iTransfer

IAI Course Information | iTransfer

https://itransfer.org/submitters/searches/coursesearches.php
https://itransfer.org/courseinformation/index.php


Who can teach Dual Credit courses?

Approved DC Institutions Map Higher Education Regions and ICCB Districts for Dual Credit 2.10.2023.pdf (ibhe.org)

https://www.ibhe.org/pdf/DC-map/2023/Map_for_Paint.pdf


Malinda Aiello,
Director of the Illinois Articulation Initiative
maiello@itransfer.org

Questions?

mailto:maiello@itransfer.org


Expanding Education Pathways 
and a Call for Statewide 
Transferability of Education 
Courses



EdSystems has been heavily involved in the statewide 
expansion of high-quality education pathways

Model Programs of Study 
Guide for Education

Increase in HS students engaging in 
education-specific coursework through the 

community college system and pursuing bachelor 
degrees in teacher preparation programs

Scaling Education 
Pathways in Illinois

Transferability between CC and University coursework is too dependent on 
regional partnerships. 

This creates confusion and inconsistency for HS and CC course priorities.

https://edsystemsniu.org/model-programs-of-study-guides/
https://edsystemsniu.org/model-programs-of-study-guides/
https://edsystemsniu.org/scaling-education-pathways-in-illinois/
https://edsystemsniu.org/scaling-education-pathways-in-illinois/


EdSystems and more than 160 partners from across the 
state request a change!
● Letter Delivered to IBHE and  ICCB requesting increased transferability of Education major 

coursework through IAI

Learn more in the video from SEPI participants from Vandalia CUSD 203, Kaskaskia Community College, and McKendree University, as 
they detail their success at creating a high-quality education pathway for students in the region, their challenges in implementing 
targeted dual credit coursework, and burgeoning opportunities to help advance their work.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuBbyK7Scg0


New Legislation Proposed: HB3820

Mandated Transfer of Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) Major Courses:  HB 3820 (Rep. 
Terra Costa Howard); SB 2288 (Senator Christina Castro):  

● Expands upon the IAI Act by requiring public colleges and universities to accept all 
major courses approved for transfer through IAI as equivalent major courses, 
insofar as a specific major is offered at the receiving institution.

● Establishes an IAI Panel for Education Majors to expand the number of education 
major courses that are transferable from community colleges to public universities.  

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3820&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=149080&SessionID=112

