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Welcome & 
Introductions
Please share your name and  
organization in the chat, and:

What is your favorite summer treat?



Todayʼs Topics

● Welcome & Introductions
● New High-Quality Criteria 

○ Career Pathways 
○ Work-Based Learning

● CCPE Currency Spotlight 
● Transportation Memo 
● Policy and Legislative Updates 
● Wrap-Up & Announcements



High-Quality 
Criteria 



Quality Criteria Purpose

• Focus on refinement and highlighting best practices building from the quality of work 
already implicit in districts who already seeking authorization or implementing pathways 
(CTE or CCPE).

• Emphasize perspectives both from current and emerging pathway implementers in 
secondary and postsecondary space. 

○ Not only focusing on “experts.”

○ Deeply considering rural and small size district dynamics.

• Key frame of innovative practices to bring depth of perspective: What the student experience 
and engagement should look like to inform continuous improvement processes and ensure 
equitable access to quality pathway components.



Process for Development 
Advisory Committee 

● Diverse, statewide advisory group of stakeholders in work-based learning, convening 
from October 2023 to April 2024 

● Consisted of of CTE specialists, school administrators, employers, and other school 
partners. 

1

EdSystems compiles 
desk research on 

national and statewide 
best practices.

2

Advisory Committee 
provides asynchronous 
feedback, determining 
what to keep, add, and 
edit; EdSystems makes 

revisions

3

Advisory Committee 
engages in consensus 
building to rank and 

discuss criteria; 
EdSystems makes 

revisions

4

Advisory Committee 
reviews final version of 

criteria; EdSystems 
makes final revisions



Continuum of Practice

Embeds equitable practices by criteria

Includes continuous improvement processes by component



Work-Based Learning Criteria 
What 

● High-quality work-based learning criteria across the continuum.
● Comprehensive resource for improving work-based learning program 

implementation with a lens toward equity and continuous improvement.









Defining the 
Components 
for Career 
Pathways

Aligning with other Illinois processes, i.e., CCPE, Perkins V, 
CTE Programs of Study, etc.

Component Sections of Quality Criteria: 

● Development and Engagement

● Academic Instruction and Supports

● Employer-Informed Competencies and Skills

● Recruitment and Access

● Instructional Sequence

● Instructors



Continuum of Practice

Implementing 
Required or aligned to support College and 
Career Pathway Endorsement authorization 
These practices include both the 
components that ISBE requires and 
assesses in authorizing College and Career 
Pathway Endorsements for districts as well 
as core baseline enabling factors to 
support implementation of pathways.

Advancing
Model practices 
In addition to implementing and 
refining criteria, these practices 
will guide practitioners to continue 
building their pathways as they 
grow in implementation capacity 
and skills.

Refining
Processes for regular revision
and equitable improvement 
In addition to the implementing 
criteria, these practices help 
practitioners enhance and deepen 
their implementation.







CCPE Currency 
Spotlight



Currency can be defined as something in circulation as a 
medium of exchange.

We created an initiative to maximize the currency and 
benefit of students who are College and Career Pathway 
Endorsement (CCPE) earners.

Institutions created additional unique funding and support 
opportunities for CCPE earners that enroll at their program. 
Colleges created various currency options throughout the 
state.

How Do We 
Define 
Currency? 





Pathway Endorsements Statewide
Since 2017, EdSystems has sought out districts willing to 
implement Illinoisʼ innovative College and Career Pathway 
Endorsements system. EdSystems worked with ISBE to 
create the district pathway approval process and 
rulemaking processes.

There are now 220+ school districts seeking to implement 
Endorsements.

• Urban, suburban, and rural

• Traditional, CBE, CTE, and pathway districts

1,072 students in the Class of 2023 earned Endorsements.
>> Recent blog post highlighting CCPE progress

https://edsystemsniu.org/exponential-growth-new-data-and-draft-rules-released-for-the-illinois-college-career-pathway-endorsements/


Blog Post - Strengthening Student Currency: Early 
Adopters of College and Career Pathway Endorsements

Community College Pathway Currency Examples  

Tuition stipends and scholarships
● Illinois Valley Community College will provide tuition 

waivers for one three-credit-hour course to up to 20 
students who earn the CCPE on their transcript in either 
HST or METT, which has a financial value of 
approximately $400 for students. 

● Students at Kaskaskia Community College who are CCPE 
earners in a Agriculture pathway will receive 1 credit 
tuition waiver upon enrollment. This is a financial savings 
of $136 for students.

Job Placement/Guaranteed Job Placement
● Parkland has partnered with a employer that will offer job 

placement for apprenticeship students 

Additional Student Supports 
● Special orientation for CCPE completers 
● Additional support for students who take gateway courses
● Additional faculty office hours and tutors 

Advanced program application and/or admissions process 
(adding application points)

● CCPE students who attend Parkland and earn one 
industry-recognized credential in Certified Nurse Assistant, 
Emergency Medical Technician, or Sterile Processing 
Technician while in high school will have the opportunity 
to receive guaranteed placement in the Nursing or Allied 
Health Pathway, which has a selective admissions process.

● High school students who earn the CCPE and take BIO 108 
in high school at Sauk Valley will receive additional 
application points toward admission into the LPN 
program, which also has a selective admissions process.

● At Shawnee Community College CCPE completers will 
receive 10 points toward admissions into the Nursing 
program. This significantly increases a students chance for 
admissions 

https://edsystemsniu.org/strengthening-student-currency-early-adopters-of-college-and-career-pathway-endorsements/
https://edsystemsniu.org/strengthening-student-currency-early-adopters-of-college-and-career-pathway-endorsements/


College Pathway Currency

Sauk Valley Community College HST additional student supports, tuition stipend

Shawnee Community College HST points added to application, nursing testng fees

Kaskaskia College AFNR tuition stipend 

Joliet Junior College All tuition stipend

Parkland College METT, HST guaranteed job placement, points added to application, 
testing fees for CNA

Illinois Valley College METT, HST tuition stipend

Black Hawk College All tuition stipend

* Success Network Leadership Community 

2023 Partner Colleges

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vab4MeAsQVmqJXSw5iRL2c2bV4hkMfgR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10PWpMjKKsAEJorExwz4z5ICGHZ0kD0Qi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g6DGLPWkvFYCATW4kBTyOWbJVvF4CQWA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SCrMEKErILio3WFXyS2v4PWzCEDwtanS/view?usp=sharing


Northern Illinois University Currency Option 

22

Illinois high school graduates who have earned a College and Career 
Pathway Endorsement (CCPE) and enroll at NIU receive invitations to 
apply to two premier academic programs:

University Honors and Research Rookies

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mzOBDh_RVWLVW1Jb8yDmPG-f6yQ8MhUk/view?usp=sharing


Applicants who graduate from Vienna High School with a CCPE in education and 
have a teaching license will be granted an interview for any open teaching 
positions for which they qualify. 

Other potential options:
• Toolkit set for students graduating with CCPE in manufacturing, welding
• District absorbing the cost of one community college course

High School Currency Options



• Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois is automatically advancing any applicants 
who have earned or are on track to earn the CCPE.

• Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship  offers funding to any CCPE 
graduates. Available as early as freshman year for up $7.5k per year

• Scaling Transformative Advanced Manufacturing Pathways (STAMP). 
Partnership with Illinois Manufacturing Association to offer scholarships for 
Endorsement earners and access to employer partners

• NEW: Illinois Community College Board: Advocating to ICCB that it 
necessary to incorporate CCPE Currency into CTE grants to Colleges and 
establish statewide practice

Statewide Currency Options

https://edsystemsniu.org/sepi-golden-apple-partner-to-strengthen-teacher-pipeline/
https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/minority-teachers-of-illinois-mti-scholarship-program.html#ProgramDescription
https://edsystemsniu.org/scaling-transformative-advanced-manufacturing-pathways/


• South Suburban College

• College of Lake County

• Illinois Central College

• Prairie State

• John A. Logan

• Rock Valley Community College

• McHenry Community College

2024-2025 Grant Regions



Transportation 
Workgroup Updates



The second of 2 
memos from this 
group to be released 
in June.

Barriers memo was 
released in January. 

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/new-memo-outlines-transportation-related-barriers-to-work-based-learning-access/
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/new-memo-outlines-transportation-related-barriers-to-work-based-learning-access/
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/new-memo-outlines-transportation-related-barriers-to-work-based-learning-access/


Student Survey Responses

of students said 
public transportation 
is available to them.

of those 
students

reported they do 
not use public 
transportation.



Themes in Qualitative Results

● Safety concerns

● Inconvenience of public transit

○ Both in regard to how far and when students travel

● Cost- both of public transit, vehicle, maintenance, gas, etc.

● Unreliable to get rides from other, especially depending on distance or 
schedule

● Benefits or availability to WBL arenʼt always clear



Organizing Solutions

Statewide

Local/District

Resources

● Prioritizing strong partnerships supports innovation
○ Student fare
○ Strategic locations
○ New formats

● State agencies should consider
○ Flexible funding 
○ Incentives for employers
○ Streamlined processes for employer partnerships

● Illinois Work-Based Learning Innovation Network (I-WIN)
○ Resource Hub

● Career Development Experience Toolkit  

https://edsystemsniu.org/i-win-resources/
https://edsystemsniu.org/career-development-experience-toolkit/


Policy and Legislative Updates



Budget Highlights

• $350 Million Increase for Evidence-Based Funding (EBF)
• $58 Funding for Career and Technical Education (CTE) – 

includes $10 million increase
○ Coincides with ISBEʼs new CTE funding formula for 

FY2025
• $10 Million Increase for Monetary Award Program (MAP)
• $3.175 Million for Dual Credit Funding to ICCB (flat)



HB5250 – Accelerated Placement Policy 
updates

HB4417 – Workplace Readiness Week

SB2862 – IBHE In-Demand Jobs

SB3581 –  Postsecondary enrollment 
reports (including modality)

SB3594 – Illinois Articulation Initiative

SB2907 – Job Training Transparency Act

HB 4262 – Student Teacher Stipends

HB 5020 – Dual Credit Quality Act 
Amendment

Select Legislative Highlights

Passed Failed in Senate

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=5250&GAID=17&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=153461&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=4417&GAID=17&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=151385&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2862&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=151710&SessionID=112&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=103
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3581&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153321&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3594&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153336&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2907&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=151857&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=4652&GAID=17&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=152152&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5020&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=152988&SessionID=112


Takeaways & 
Reflections from 
Session



Wrap-Up & 
Announcements



What do you 
want to know 
more about?

What 
should we 
explore?

Did we miss 
anything?



Upcoming Relevant Events

● July 18, 2024, 8am-4pm
● Tinley Park Convention Center
● More info & registration at this link

Anything else coming up? 
Please share in the chat!

College Changes Everything Conference
● June 18, 2024, 8:30am – 3:30pm
● Tinley Park Convention Center
● More info & registration at this link

Career Connections Conference

https://www.collegechangeseverything.org/events/2024-cce-conference-information.html
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Career-Connections-Conference.aspx


Next meeting: 
September 25, 9-10:30 am 
register 

https://niu-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsceGqrjgoHNO_cVjgUuYxV1F07oeLfr70


Visit the policy 
committee website to:

● Register for future 
meetings

● View recordings of past 
meetings

● Opt-in to emails.

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/policy-committee/
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/policy-committee/


Thank You!


