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Background of PaCE
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Public Act 102-0917 – Adopting and Implementing 
PaCE for School Districts

●No later than July 1, 2025
•A school district (other than CPS) shall adopt and commence 

implementation of career exploration and career development activities in 
accordance with a PaCE Framework for grades 6 – 12

•A school districtʼs framework shall be available in a prominent location on 
the districtʼs website

•A school district (other than CPS) serving grades 9 – 12 must have elected to 
implement CCPEs or must have opted out of implementation
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PaCE Frameworks Across the State 

●As of 2/7/25, ISAC has identified 
240 schools and districts who 
are implementing PaCE

○180 customized (57 w/ISAC)
○60 adopted Illinois PaCE

●We have created a repository of 
frameworks, available at 
www.isac.org/pace 

http://www.isac.org/pace
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Illinois PaCE Framework - MS
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Illinois PaCE Framework - HS
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PaCE Curriculum for 
6th -8th Grade
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PaCE Framework for 6th - 8th Grade



Building the Future We Want

Ready, Willing, and Able
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Aspiration
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Planning
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Self-Advocacy
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PaCE Curriculum Structure

Our goal is to provide engaging lessons and 
activities to help students understand and connect 
to what post secondary planning looks like for 
them.  All the lessons have an anchor lesson 
followed by supplemental lessons.  Each set of 
lessons is customizable by the order in which you 
choose to teach them.  Facilitators must start with 
the anchor lesson, then can choose which 
supplemental lessons work best for time allowance 
and content.  If the lessons need to be completed 
in a specific order, it will be indicated in the 
facilitator instructions. 



Building the Future We Want

6th Grade
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7th Grade ● Explore Habits
● Create or Change a Habit
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8th Grade •Explore Career Interests
•Compare Possible Financial Futures
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8th Grade •Understand the Concept of Career Clusters

•Complete a Career Cluster Survey
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8th Grade •Demonstrate a Growth Mindset

•Map a Support Network
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PaCE 
Implementation 
Practices
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Implementation Planning in PaCE  

Identify areas of strengths and needs

Identify current and potential partnerships

Identify priorities within each domain of PaCE

Identify success metrics

Create an implementation timeline

Share and communicate plan for goal(s)

Re-evaluate each year
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Three Step Implementation

●PaCE Implementation is three step process

1. Taking an Inventory – Identify areas of strength and need

2. Prioritize Gaps – Brainstorm potential activities to improve or expand

3. Action Plan – Puts your plans in motion

●Best practice: Use ISACʼs implementation worksheets
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Say It With Me, Document!

●Your PaCE Framework helps you document the benchmarks you want your 
students to meet

●One way you can support your learning community is by documenting the 
lessons you learn along the way:
○Things that DID or DID NOT work
○Areas for improvement
○Best practices

●Documentation allows you to evaluate and reassess the work you 
accomplished from year to year

●How can we share these results with others?
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Meeting Students Needs 

●Be mindful of the programs in your school and what this means for the needs of 
your students

●How are you ensuring that all students are making relevant connections to 
their futures from what they're being exposed to?
○A student in AP course vs a student in academic probation 
○A student in drama club vs a student in sports 
○A student who is in culinary vs a student who is in nursing classes 
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Letʼs Set the Stage
●When examining your tracking efforts, consider the following data you already collect 

or would be useful to collect:
○ Are you tracking CCRI and CCPE data?
○ Do seniors take an exit survey? Parents?
○ What data do you get from your college and career readiness platform? (e.g., 

Naviance, Xello, SchooLinks, etc.)
○ Financial Aid Application Completion Initiative?
○ Do you know how many first-generation students you have? 
○ Do you track family demographics and household sizes?
○ Do you know how many students attend community college? Enter a trade? 

Attend a 4-year university right away?
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At first glance, what does your data tell you?
●Data can expose where gaps in equity exist
●Combine two different categories of data to draw new 

conclusions
○ Students who complete a financial aid application and household 

size: are there more two-parent households completing a financial aid 
application than one-parent households? 

○ Students who complete a resume writing workshop and demographic 
information: are there more middle-income students available to come 
after school for a workshop?

○ Students who file a financial aid application and preferred parent 
language: are there more English-speaking families filing a financial aid 
application than Spanish-speaking families?
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Who has access to the data?
●Involve everyone on your implementation team

○ If only one person has access to the data, the team cannot think creatively about current 
or future programming

○Be willing and proactive about sharing data with key players who need the information

●Use your community—talk to students, staff, administration, and partnerships
○Each of these groups has a unique perspective on what programming is offered and 

being tracked
○They might even already have data to share!
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Resources
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Collaboration in Education 

• Collaboration will ensure the work is spread out, especially with exposing students to the career benchmarks

Middle school to high school 

• Collaboration will help with resources, activities and possibly opening access for families to have double the 
opportunities to complete an activity 

High school to high school (if applicable)

• Collaboration will ensure that the community college can be a partner in providing resources, all three entities 
can align the students experience as a cohort model

Middle school, High School, and Community college 

• It can be beneficial to have a close relationship with the local admissions, career, and financial aid offices to see 
what they can help with- especially if a good portion of your students go there

High School to local Universities and Trade Schools (If Nearby and accessible)

• Collaboration will ensure that all college and career readiness efforts align as well as the resources available to 
meet these efforts

ROE and corresponding district office 
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Building Effective Partnerships
When building an effective partnership, think about the following:
1. How does the partnership benefit both sides?
2. Think outside the box on who to collaborate with- who is missing?
3. Understand that everyone brings different skills to the table
4. Make space for changing dynamics (Workforce developments over 

time)
5. Know that everyone has different ideas of success
6. Communicate expectations up front. Consider creating:

■ Guides on job-shadowing, Internships, team-based challenges, guest speakers, etc.,
■ Evaluation of student's participation
■ Surveys for students on how the experiences went
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Identifying Collaborators

●Implementation efforts benefit from having partners that support students 
before, during, and after high school

●Connection during each time makes transitions easier for students, for 
example:
1. Career exploration activity for middle school students can guide them to 

choose an elective class in a career area of interest in high school
2. Understanding financial aid options helps a high school student make an 

informed decision about where to enroll
3. Career fair hosted by school district or ROE with employers from the 

community and surrounding area helps students be exposed to different 
opportunities in their area
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Who Are Your Local Business Partners?
●Where can you find them?

○ Chamber of Commerce meetings
○ Connecting with your local worknet 
○ Partners at other schools/colleges
○ Personal connections when appropriate (e.g., English Teachers dad is an electrician at a longstanding local company)

●How can they be utilized?
○ Assisting with a mock interview process
○ Guest speakers
○ Hosting a group of students for a job shadowing day
○ Providing Internships
○ Reviewing resumes with students
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Donʼt Forget about Local Unions!

●Union representatives are in a unique position to connect students with career 
options that align with their interests and aptitudes

●Local Unions provide a range of supports for students
○Hands-on opportunities
○Apprenticeship opportunities
○Job shadowing
○Participation in career fairs



Building the Future We Want

Partnership with Community College
●Community colleges offer a wide range of resources, supports, and pathways for 

students

●How do you partner with your community college now?  (e.g., dual credit, transitional 
Math and/or English)

●What options are available to continue and expand the partnership? (e.g., college 
application workshop, college and career fair, financial aid workshop, job and/or 
student shadowing)

●Continuous collaboration benefits you and the community college by tailoring 
supports and efforts to meet the needs of the student population



Building the Future We Want

ISAC Supports all Domains 
of PaCE

●We provide many supports for families, schools, and regions in the financial 
literacy domain – this is not the only domain we provide support with!

●Every year we host the College Changes Everything (CCE) Campaign and 
Conference, which supports both the career and postsecondary domains

●We provide monthly professional development webinars on topics, such as:
○ Postsecondary Options
○ Supporting Students Through Summer and Verification Melt
○ Federal Loan Repayment Options
○ Working with Special Student Populations, and more! 
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ISAC is Your Community Partner
●We have developed several initiatives to support partners across the state

○ First Generation Scholars Network

○ ISACorps

○ Illinois College Access Network (IllinoisCAN)

●We partner with local, state, and national organizations to share resources and to 
help communities learn and build new partnerships

○ Illinois Association of College Admission Counseling (IACAC)

○ Illinois School Counselor Association (ISCA)

○ Illinois Education and Career Success Network

○ National College Attainment Network (NCAN)
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You Are A Valuable Resource!
●No matter where you are in the process, chances are there is someone who can learn 

from you such as:
○Deciding which framework to adopt 
○How to plan for implementation 
○Action planning specific benchmarks
○Gathering data 
○Re-evaluating 




