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Today's Target
● Big Picture: What We're Doing and Why
● Relevancy and Practical Strategies
● Example of Career Connected Programs
● Key Takeaways and Implementation
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Partnering Industry and Education

Industry/Business and Education Partnerships can intentionally address:

*Career Pathways: Too few students have an understanding of what careers are really available to them 
in many of the career clusters.

*Talent Retention: Partnering Business and Education at a local level allows students to become aware of 
and better understand the career choices available to them; and the education needed to obtain these career 
choices.

*Essential Skills: Students have the opportunity to learn from employers how and why essential skill 
development is critical for employment; regardless of career choice.

*Engagement: Industry/Business partnership allow students to often become more engaged in learning; 
through tours, conversations, hands on projects/challenges, job shadowing, internships, apprenticeships, 
volunteer experiences, etc.
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A Regional Approach
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Leadership Community
Communities with systems in place to drive meaningful 
and equitable postsecondary attainment.
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Stakeholder Convening: Asset Mapping
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Career Connected 
Learning
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Point 3.1
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CEO Current Programs
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What is CEO 

● CEO Immerses your high school students in your local business community so they see all of the 
businesses and other opportunities that exist in their hometowns. This helps them to develop a local 
professional network of 100 or more business leaders including being personally mentored by one of 
those business people.

● CEO Instills an entrepreneurial mindset in those students through the creation and operation of real 
businesses. These are not mere classroom exercises. They are real businesses with real products and 
/ or real services being exchanged for real money. Every CEO student leaves the class with their own 
operating business.

● CEO Inspires your community’s next generation of business and thought leaders. Those students are 
now invested in your community and see it as a great place to live, work, raise their families and yes, 
operate their own businesses. CEO helps grow your entrepreneurial ecosystem that produces both 
economic development and workforce development. 
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CEO Components
● Community Driven and Community Supported
● No Cost to Students or Schools
● Students Participate in at least 40 Local Business Visits Each Year
● Students meet with at least 40 guest speakers, key community leaders 
● Creates a network of 100+ business connections
● Each CEO students is paired with a Business mentor for the school year
● Each CEO class create, organizes, and implements a class business
● Every CEO student creates, organizes and implements an individual business during the school year.  

○  Banker Day 
○  Pitch Day 
○ A Trade Show is held in the Spring to showcase the students’ individual businesses

● Program Essentials: 
○ Full School Year
○ Juniors and Senior; application process
○ 90 minutes daily
○ 2 credits
○ Graded

MIE works with communities to set up and implement the CEO program; providing a team to support each 
community, tools, technology, training- for facilitators and board. 
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What do students say?
Video: The CEO Experience – Student Perspective

https://vimeo.com/444975182
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Relevance and 
Strategies
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Business Community Engagement

US Chamber of Commerce Foundation 

Business Leads Fellowship Program

● Education as a priority for business leaders- worker shortages and 
lack of skilled workers

● National initiative to engage business/employers with 
education/students

● Employers wanting to be part of the solution and support for 
education systems.

● Chambers as a natural partner as there whole purpose is to 
represent the business community.
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A Glimpse Behind the Curtain

Career 
Expos   

Company 
Visits

Shadowing 
Internships 
Work Study
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Centralized Regional Collaboration

Companies 
Submit Event Info

 SI Now Adds to 
Centralized, 

Regional Calendar

Schools 
Access/Opt-In

Company/School 
Connected for 

Direct Facilitation
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Strategies: Toolkit to Simplify the Process 

edsystemsniu.org/career-development-experience-toolkit/

https://edsystemsniu.org/career-development-experience-toolkit/
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Key Takeaways
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Contact Information

Deb Barnett

director@southernillinoisnow.org 

618-353-0100

https://southernillinoisnow.org/

Kris Noble
knoble@midlandinstitute.com

815-441-0758

https://www.discoverceo.com/discoverceo




