
Success Network 
Policy Committee

Q4 Meeting
December 3, 2025



Welcome & 
Introductions
Please share in the chat:
● Your name and organization
● One word to describe your 2025



Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions

• Reflecting Success Network Policy Committee exit poll findings

• Stand for Children Illinois: Chronic Absenteeism Focus Group findings

• Advance Illinois: The State Weʼre In 2025 report

• State and Federal Policy Updates

• Upcoming Events and Resources

Todayʼs meeting will be recorded and shared at ILSuccessNetwork.org/Policy-Committee



Reflecting Exit Survey Data from Septemberʼs Policy Committee

What would you like to explore in future Policy Committee meetings? (You may select more than one). 

Top of Mind
● Changes to CTE Clusters 
● IL Report Card Data
● Federal Policy Impact on College/Career Readiness
● Showcasing Local, Innovative Models in College/Career Readiness

Other Relevant Topics 
● Chronic Absenteeism
● High School Graduation Requirements
● Workforce Pell and High-Quality Credentials















































































































































State and Federal 
Policy Updates



ISBE: Proposed New Accountability System
Notable changes:

● Removes compound measures (Freshmen On-Track, College & Career Readiness Indicator, Arts Indicator)
● Shifts to criteria-based scoring
● More nuanced summative labels
● Shift to attendance vs. chronic absenteeism
● Emphasis on subgroup performance
● Emphasis on growth



New Accountability System: Whatʼs Next?

● Public Comment: extended to January 7, 2026
○ Complete survey or email written comments/questions to essa@isbe.net

● December: ISBE will publish statewide modeling dataset 12/5
● January – March: Draft ESSA plan, virtual feedback, and public comment
● April: Board approval and submission to USEd
● Summer: Approval from USEd
● October: Inclusion in Report Card

https://forms.office.com/r/VwgSpCH2b4
mailto:essa@isbe.net


Dual Credit Quality Amendment 

• Public Act 104-0012
• Ongoing Inter-Agency Collaboration
• Dual Credit Committee formed & has met twice
• ICCB website forthcoming
• Rules expected January 2026 for review and public comment

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/PublicActs/View/104-0012


Illinois Report Card: SY2025 Quick Takes

● Post-pandemic recovery continues: growth in 9th grade on-track, chronic 
absenteeism, and high school graduation

● Growth in key college and career readiness strategies: growth in overall dual 
credit and Career Technical Education (CTE) participation

● Postsecondary transitions still a challenge: postsecondary enrollment down 
year-over-year, community college math remediation rates went up, and 
community college English remediation only improved slightly

Join us for a data dive in January!

Read more: EdSystems' Blog Post

https://edsystemsniu.org/navigating-progress-college-and-career-readiness-in-2025/


9th Grade on Track by School Year



4-Year Graduation Rates by School Year



Federal policy updates
● US Department of Education (USED) layoffs reversed by Shutdown Deal 

(extending federal funding until January 30)
● November 18, 2025: USED and Department of Labor establishing Elementary and 

Secondary Partnership, as well as transferring authority of several USED offices to 
other government agencies 

● USED reclassifying careers and omitting education, social work and nursing from 
“professional” category: impacts on pathways

● Workforce Pell to begin July 1, 2026: USED Negotiated Rulemaking Dec. 8-12, 2025 
and Jan. 5-9, 2026

● Want to learn more? Check out Advance Illinoisʼ Federal Education Response 
Group, meeting every 3 weeks. Their next meeting, Thursday 12/11 from 10:30-12, 
will focus on Workforce Pell. Link to register

https://advanceillinois.zoom.us/meeting/register/yT-NTw8LThGAzNNT9GPNQA?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_waGzVARqtZ2jKiVn0FVYDNQooYDR3LXWsE7RmVrnD_6R3UZGGn9ahN8TrafmELul0SBLPuicGjC_epBk1qKMeeIQTMA&_hsmi=391495043&utm_content=391495043&utm_source=hs_email#/


New Resources and 
Emerging Policy



New Resource: Understanding Chicago 
Public Schoolsʼ Organizational Learning 
using the Academic Progress Indicator

EdSystems details the design process, evaluation and 
findings from the new Academic Progress Indicator 
(API) in this report

https://edsystemsniu.org/download/9391/?tmstv=1764314486


Watch this Space: New Advance CTE 
Career Clusters Framework 
● The 2024 modernized framework creates a 

bridge between education and work to 
serve as a central building block for 
high-quality CTE programs

● ISBE will be leading implementation

● Burning questions or want to engage? 
Email mgreene@niu.edu  

mailto:mgreene@niu.edu


Transitional Instruction CC Workshops: Dec. 15 & 17
Who? 
● Target colleges: 

○ Math: Colleges with at least one established 
TM partnership

○ English: Colleges looking to establish their 
first TELA partnership(s)

● Team composition: CC leaders are encouraged to 
bring a small team comprised of those leading 
implementation and/or scaling a transitional 
instruction (e.g. Chief Academic Officers, 
math/English department chairs, Academic Deans, 
math/English faculty, etc). Colleges are also 
encouraged to consider bringing high school 
partners to the workshop.

What: Data-focused engagement to identify opportunities 
to establish or enhance local transitional instruction courses 
that improve postsecondary outcomes for local students. 
The workshop will include a combination of cross-college 
conversation, facilitated team time, and action planning.

When?
● Transitional Math: Monday, 12/15 (2 – 4pm)
● Transitional English: Wednesday, 12/17 (9:30 – 

11:30am)

Where? Virtual – zoom registration will be sent to interested 
college teams. If you are interested in joining one of the 
workshops, please complete this Google Form by 
Wednesday, 12/3.

https://forms.gle/QqtSC1PhXru2ppbi7




Please fill out our exit survey.
See you at the 2026 Policy Committee 

Data Deep Dive, January 22, 2026

Thank You!

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/data-deep-dive-january-22-2026/
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/data-deep-dive-january-22-2026/

