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Southern Illinois Region Leadership Community

● 17 County SI Now Footprint
● Priority Areas

○ Implement Career-Connected 
Opportunities for Students

○ Engage Local Employers
○ Collaborate Regionally 
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Session Agenda

Real-World Student Connections

● Why This Matters
● Innovative Partnerships
● Hands-On Career Events
● Regional Career Connections Calendar
● Student Impact and Employer Benefits
● Next Steps
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● Workforce shortages: 

Retirements and an aging workforce are creating ongoing gaps in healthcare, manufacturing, and the 
skilled trades.

● Student career exposure/informed decisions
Students often lack early exposure to local careers, wages, and training options.

● Keeping talent in Southern Illinois 
Without clear pathways and employer connections, young talent leaves the region and does not return

Early exposure, aligned with education, and strong employer partnerships are 
key to building and keeping a local workforce.

Why This Matters                                                             S



Why This Matters                                                             S

Logan: Participated in a work 
experience program while in 
high school, built customer 
service skills, and was hired 
full-time after graduation.

Joseph: Completed a CDL 
apprenticeship and earned a 
U.S. Department of Labor 
certificate, helping him secure 
a stable, family-supporting 
career.

Jamonta: Advanced from 
warehouse roles into a CDL 
driver position through 
apprenticeship training, 
gaining career growth while 
staying close to family.

Traci: With WIOA support, 
overcame barriers, excelled 
in nursing school, and 
became a Registered Nurse 
earning a strong wage.





Innovative 
Partnerships



Partnership Development

SINow_BusinessCase_322_Public.pdf
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https://southernillinoisnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SINow_BusinessCase_322_Public.pdf


Comprehensive Career Framework - 
Career Pathways (PACE)

J

Illinois PaCE: Postsecondary and Career Expectations
● Career Exploration and Development
● Postsecondary Education Exploration, 

Preparation, and Selection
● Financial Aid and Literacy
● College and Career Pathway Endorsements 

High-Demand, Growth Occupations

Agriculture Mechanics (CCPE)
Aircraft Mechanics (CCPE)
Business Computer Systems (CCPE)
Carpentry (CCPE)
Certified Nursing Assistant (CCPE)
Construction Craft Preparation 
(Laborers) (CCPE)
Cybersecurity (CCPE)
Education (CCPE)
Social Work (CCPE)
Entrepreneurship (CCPE)

https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/agriculture-mechanics
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/aircraft-mechanics
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/business-computer-systems
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/carpentry
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/certified-nursing-assistant
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/construction-laborers
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/construction-laborers
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/cybersecurity
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/education
https://www.viennahighschool.com/o/vhs/page/social-work
https://aptg.co/lqsqrY


JCareer Pathways 

https://youtu.be/36m64INZTZY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36m64INZTZY


Schools + Employers Working Together K/S

● Connects students to real careers through 
hands-on learning and employer 
engagement.

● Builds a skilled talent pipeline that meets 
current workforce needs. 

● Aligns education and training with real job 
opportunities and industry demand.

● Strengthens local economies by preparing 
people for sustainable employment. 



Career-Connected 
Opportunities



Hands-On Career Events J/K/S

LiUNA Construction Craft Preparation Program 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6a9inLeiG88&t=52


Hands-On 
Career Events
· A Day in the Trades: immersive experience 
showcasing skilled trades.

· Manufacturing Day

· Healthcare career fairs, simulation labs, 
and internships. 

· Manufacturing tours                                                         
and job-shadowing                                   
opportunities.

J/K/S



● Origin - Asset Mapping Event Led by the Illinois Education and Career Success Network.
● Centralized resource for schools and employers to coordinate career events.
● Promotes consistency and reduces scheduling conflicts.
● Encourages participation from multiple districts and industries.

Regional Career Connections Calendar D



Regional Career Connections Calendar

It was great to see the size and scale of 
equipment they use in their operations. It's one 
thing to see it from a distance, but it's a whole 
different experience to see the open-pit mine, 
loaders, and earthing equipment close up. To 
see the mining operations firsthand was 
eye-opening for both myself and the 
students.

Bryce Parks
Drafting, Welding, and Tech/Engr. Instructor

Marion High School



Student Impact and 
Employer Benefits



Student Impact and Employer Benefits

● Real-world exposure builds confidence and career readiness.
● Helps students discover high-demand, high-wage opportunities locally.
● Encourages nontraditional pathways and lifelong learning.
● Direct pipeline to future workforce.
● Opportunity to shape curriculum and skill development.
● Strengthens community ties and brand visibility.
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