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Agenda
• Broader Goals and Resources
• Student Experience 
• Implementation:

•High Schools
•Community Colleges & Universities

• Timeline 
• Questions
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Direct Admissions 
Signed into law by 
Gov. Pritzker on 
June 30, 2025 
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IACAC – Transfer Summit 2026

Direct Admission Illinois - 
One Click College Admit
One Click College Admit

• Removes application fees, essays, and letters of 
recommendation

• Expedites the admission process
• Ensures students, who meet eligibility criteria, a spot at an 

Illinois university and local Community College
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Goal is to Make College More Accessible

•Help ALL students understand that college is an option for 
them

•Reduce barriers in applying to college

•Establish a new pathway for student recruitment 

•Ensures students have a transfer pathway to multiple options 
around the state

•Help keep student talent and potential in Illinois  
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IACAC – Transfer Summit 2026

One Click College Admit 
Built on Statewide Collaboration 

Efforts

Illinois Community College 
Board
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Recognizing Challenging Dynamics

•Universities will maintain standard enrollment process
•Students will continue to need personal support and 
engagement, nothing can replace that

•Every college is unique, not a one size fits all 
• Want students to complete their associate degree and be in  
the best position to transfer

•Everyone is already busy
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Two Parallel Tracks for Direct Admissions
• High School students will be applying to both community colleges and 
public universities

• The HS students will accept DA offers through the Common App (CA) 
platform

• Community college transfer process 
• Community college students will NOT apply through Common App
• Universities will build out landing pages for Direct Admissions
• DA offer is to the institution, NOT a particular degree program
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IACAC – Transfer Summit 2026
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One Click College Admit 
Opt-In Walkthrough 

Students must opt-in before the 5/22/26 deadline!

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/ 10

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/
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Opt-In Data Collected
• Opt-in electronic form will collect

• student's name
• home address 
• birth date
• telephone number
• email address
• high school/community college
• College ID number – community college 

students
• Optional Demographic Questions – 

High School Students
• First generation status
• Race/ethnicity
• Gender

ISAC created videos on the
Opt-in Process.

One Click College Admit: Junior Opt-in 
Walkthrough

One Click College Admit: Parent Opt-in 
Walkthrough

One Click College Admit: Community 
College Opt-in Walkthrough

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DFBZTM-5Fap-2DoA-26t-3D22s&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=AZkyx1g8Em6Xjbqw6X893RODp7sQ4FNo9ah0vxG1wo8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DFBZTM-5Fap-2DoA-26t-3D22s&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=AZkyx1g8Em6Xjbqw6X893RODp7sQ4FNo9ah0vxG1wo8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DD-2DyYfdmCqG0-26t-3D9s&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=hVKLkarCDWtcUg4a6fy3XM6N4B60tgr1VTPvna2b1rQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DD-2DyYfdmCqG0-26t-3D9s&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=hVKLkarCDWtcUg4a6fy3XM6N4B60tgr1VTPvna2b1rQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3D8DAN-5FoEE-2DCs&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=DXWwc_hN6Dj9zE2cbgavUFjRtSrhtyX7u1B758T3XE8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3D8DAN-5FoEE-2DCs&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZELl0sWPPZz-F7QOXba2jg&m=DW5D8aqDQm1Oo9b8xPkNn1IftvxzA2UVUdUbeJtOuaQzST5rNFVNHOeYuxe86MYP&s=DXWwc_hN6Dj9zE2cbgavUFjRtSrhtyX7u1B758T3XE8&e=
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Opt-in Form Walkthrough

Create an account to access the Opt-In form

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/ 12

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/
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Opt-in Form: Student Type 

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/ 13

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/
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Opt-in Form: Student Consent and Release

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/ 14

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/
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Opt-in Form: Student Information 

15
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Opt-in Form: School & Parent Information

If the student is under 18, parent information is also required 
for consent

16
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Opt-in Form: Parent Consent and Release

17
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Opt-in Form: Optional Questions for High School Juniors

18



19

Opt-in Form: Rescind Application or Make Changes 

Once Opt-In form is submitted, you can either make changes or rescind 
application before the 5/22/26 deadline

19
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High School Counselors
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Partners in Direct Admission
• Help students understand and act on this opportunity – both now and 
for the long haul

• We rely on your expertise to help the student explore all their direct 
admission offers to determine which offer best fits their plans for their 
future

• Work with ISAC to build in the Direct Admissions options into your 
yearly engagement cycle
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Helping Clarify Options for Students 
• Students will always need guidance about the option that works best for them
• Direct Admissions can help offer certainty for students on public university 

options
• Key Steps in the Process: 

• Students will receive an email identifying their Direct Admission offers. High 
School students will sign into the Common App (CA) to act on those offers

• Counselors will also receive the list of DA offers made to students who 
opted-in

• Inside CA is a dedicated Direct Admissions section where students will see 
offers 

• Direct Admissions schools will be flagged
• Colleges can illustrate perks, financial aid, exceptions and other relevant 

information
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Community College & 
University Counselors
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Ensuring Colleges are Fully Represented
•This does not replace your current application process but is a 
supplemental flow of student engagement

•Students will see public universities across the state as well as  
their local community college

•Want every community college to have a seat at the table on 
the Common App platform
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Under the direct admission program, a public university shall offer…. any public 
community college transfer student transferring to a public university who meets 
all of the following requirements:

1) Is enrolled at a public community college in this State.
2) Has earned a minimum of 30 graded, transferable semester hours.
3) Meets the minimum grade point average requirement as set by the public 

university and as reported to Illinois Student Assistance Commission.

Direct Admission Transfer Requirements
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Calculating 30 Transferable Hours
• Iterative Approach for Course Inclusion in 30 Transferrable Hours

• Agency leadership has agreed to a phased approach for identifying courses that count 
toward the 30 graded, transferrable credit hours.

• Year One (Current Academic Year)
• Courses included:

• All IAI and GECC courses
• PCS 1.1 courses

• Dual Credit and Advanced Placement (A/P) credit that meet the criteria above are 
included. 

• Year Two and Beyond
• All Year One course types
• Expanded review of additional transferrable courses:

• Potential inclusion of A.A.S. degree pathways accepted by universities
• Potential Inclusion Examples: Technology, Criminal Justice, Nursing
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Calculating Student GPA
• Report the student’s cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) exactly as it 

appears on their official transcript. This GPA should reflect:

• All completed coursework that contributes to the student’s academic record 
at the institution.

• The GPA calculated by the college, following its official grading policies.

• The most current cumulative GPA, including any updates from recent terms, 
as long as it is reflected on the transcript.

• Students will be encouraged to share all transcripts with universities as they 
accept direct admissions offers.
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Key Timelines
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Implementation Timeline for Fall 2027
• May 22: Opt-in platform closes for students;  every year thereafter 
opt-in platform will close the Friday before Memorial Day.  

• June: ISAC provides High Schools and ICCB with a list students 
who have opted in. 

• July: High schools provide junior/rising senior student data to ISAC 
for admission determinations. Community colleges also provide 
transfer student data to ICCB to share with ISAC for admission 
determinations.   
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• Aug: ISAC matches student GPAs with the requirements for Direct 
Admissions.  
 

• Sept 1: ISAC shares files of matches with Common App; ISAC 
shares lists of students who were directly admitted to the public 
universities and participating Community Colleges with the 
institutions

• Sept 15: ISAC emails students with their Direct Admission offers and 
next steps; universities and colleges may begin direct outreach to 
students

• Common App will email students, and they will see university options in Common App. 

• ISAC will provide Universities / Colleges names/contact info of students who received DA 
offers to their institutions 

• In Common App there is a direct admissions section where they will see offers, the college profiles 
which includes perks, financial aid, rescinding conditions.  

• From here students will engage with colleges directly and navigate the admissions process. 

Implementation Timeline for Fall 2027
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What Success Looks Like

• High school and community college 
students seeing a new pathway forward for 
themselves

• Community colleges and universities seeing 
their value realized by more students
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Resources



33

One Click College Admit Resources Page

Resources to help families 
navigate One Click College 
Admit

• FAQs for students
• Step-by-Step Guide
• Informational webinar recording 
• Downloadable materials for 

counselors 
• Video walkthroughs of the process 

for all audiences
• Virtual workshops at 

www.isac.org/OCCA-workshops. 

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/Resources.html33

http://www.isac.org/OCCA-workshops
https://www.oneclickadmit.org/Resources.html
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ISAC Support – The ISACorps

• The ISACorps are near-peer 
mentors that support students 
and families with: 

• Postsecondary and career 
exploration 

• Scholarship searches
• Completion of financial aid 

applications 

• To find your local ISACorps 
member you may enter your 
zip code or schedule a virtual 
meeting by using ISAC 
Booking 

www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps  34

https://outlook.office365.com/book/ISAC.MB.Bookings@illinois.gov/?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
https://outlook.office365.com/book/ISAC.MB.Bookings@illinois.gov/?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
http://www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps
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Questions
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Connect with us
www.oneclickadmit.org/
info@oneclickadmit.org

http://www.oneclickadmit.org/
mailto:info@oneclickadmit.org

