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Inclusion
MentiMeter Word Cloud: 
Share one policy topic (1-3 words) 
that is top of mind for you in 2026. 

menti.com/alwn46tgz76v



Session 
Overview



National Policy 
Developments



Workforce Pell

● Expands Pell to short-term training (8-15 weeks), allowing eligible IL 
institutions to offer federal aid to programs aligned to high-wage, 
in-demand fields beginning July 2026.

● Covers career-focused, stackable credentials in fields central to IL 
workforce needs, such as health care, IT, skilled trades, and advanced 
manufacturing.

● Programs must meet strict quality metrics (70% completion, 70% job 
placement, and a value-added earnings test).

● Governors lead approval work, IL agencies collaborating to inform 
implementation.

● Department of Labor investing $65 million in community college 
development support

● Final rules expected April 2026.
→ Check out this Workforce Pell Substack 

https://workforcepell.substack.com/


● Reshaping access and affordability 
○ New caps on Parent PLUS loans
○ Elimination of Graduate PLUS loan
○ New graduate loan limits 
○ Changing classification of ʻprofessionalʼ degrees

● More restrictive repayment options, increased focus on 
collection
○ Loan proration for less than full-time enrollment
○ New Repayment Assistance Plan replacing 

Income-Driven Repayment Plan

Federal Student Aid



To keep up with ongoing shifts in federal policy, tune 
into the Advance Illinois Federal Education Response 
Group held virtually every three weeks. 

Next call is March 13, 2026, 1-2:30 p.m.

→ Register

Learn More: Illinois Federal Education Response Group

https://advanceillinois.zoom.us/meeting/register/EDpHeB0HQbytbFmwS-__vw


State Policy 
Developments



College & Career Pathway Endorsements

HB3296/Public Act 102-0917 Overview

*Please note that these demographics are based on an undercount of 
CCPE earners using ISBE College and Career Readiness (CCRI) data

Class of 2025
Total CCPE Earners

5 districts

159 
districts

http://edsystemsniu.org/download/5364/


In spring 2025, the Success 
Network Policy Committee 
brought together 40+ 
educators, administrators, 
and intermediaries to 
address a pressing 
challenge: expanding and 
strengthening CCPE in high 
schools statewide.

College & Career Pathway Endorsement Memos

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/download/4233/?tmstv=1758662076
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/download/4233/?tmstv=1758662076
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/download/4236/?tmstv=1758662076
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/download/4236/?tmstv=1758662076


Purpose: Provide guidance and exemplars for local programs to adopt or customize as they develop programs of 
study for approval as part of the Perkins V Plan, including identifying priority dual credit courses and entry points 
for employer supports.

Recent Updates: 

● Guides were updated in 2025
● Companion Guide created in 2025 to support local implementation
● Merging of ICCB and ISBE guides (beginning with education, health sciences, and IT) to:

○ Create one clear, aligned pathway system from high school to college and careers.
○ Improve coherence and coordination across high schools and community colleges.
○ Ensure pathways are consistently aligned to labor market demand and high-value credentials.
○ Clarify and streamline dual credit and early college course sequences.
○ Strengthens Illinoisʼ statewide strategy for college and career pathways and cross-agency 

collaboration.

Illinois Perkins Model Programs of Study Guides

https://edsystemsniu.org/download/9267/?tmstv=1771353351
https://edsystemsniu.org/project/model-programs-of-study-guides/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/CTEProgStudy.aspx


Illinoisʼ Dual Credit Quality Act (DCQA)

● Emphasizes the importance of local partnerships as the first priority over 
non-local or out-of-state providers

● Sets a firm timeline and process for districts and community colleges to 
commence negotiations

● Creates a process for districts to appeal their partner collegeʼs decision to 
decline a course

● Extends Professional Development Plan eligibility indefinitely
● Creates a Dual Credit Committee composed of secondary and postsecondary 

representatives that will meet at least annually to improve accessibility, quality, 
and alignment of dual credit programs to meet the needs of students

● Note: New administrative rules are expected to be published for public 
comment imminently. These will outline expectations and processes for 
partnership development as required under the amended DCQA.

The DCQA codifies minimum requirements for 
dual credit partnerships and coursework:
● What secondary and postsecondary 

partners need to do to establish quality 
programs.

● Expectations around ensuring adequate 
access to different student groups 
(including students with disabilities).

● Communication of opportunities to 
stakeholders including students and 
educators.

● Created the Model Partnership 
Agreement to center students and guide 
local leaders in their partnership 
development.

Overview June 2025 Amendment

https://edsystemsniu.org/model-partnership-agreement-for-dual-credit/
https://edsystemsniu.org/model-partnership-agreement-for-dual-credit/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/PublicActs/View/104-0012


FY 2027 Budget Proposal
Proposed FY2027 Budget: “Maintenance” budget, with largely flat funding

● $305 Million Increase for Evidence-Based Funding (EBF)
● $51 million Increase in Mandated Categoricals (MCATs)
● CTE funding:

○ New: “Vocational Training Grant Program”
○ $50 million for Area Career Center improvement
○ $59 million (flat) for CTE

● Continued Dual Credit Funding
● 1% increase for Higher Education
● Flat funding for state scholarships (MAP, AIM High, Teachers of Illinois
● Ongoing investment in teacher recruitment (Golden Apple and ISBE 

Teacher Vacancy grants))

104th General Assembly
Emerging legislative topics:

● Graduation 
requirements

● Pathways & employer 
engagement

● Community College 
Baccalaureate

● College admissions
● Evidence-based 

funding 
● Higher Education 

Funding



Public Universities

● Chicago State

● Eastern Illinois

● Governors State

● Northeastern Illinois

● Northern Illinois

● Southern Illinois - 
Carbondale

● Southern Illinois - 
Edwardsville

● Western Illinois

Community colleges list: 
oneclickadmit.org



Public Universities
● Chicago State
● Eastern Illinois
● Governors State
● Illinois State
● Northeastern Illinois
● Northern Illinois
● Southern Illinois - 

Carbondale
● Southern Illinois - 

Edwardsville
● U. of Illinois Chicago*
● U. of Illinois Springfield
● U. of Illinois 

Urbana-Champaign*
● Western Illinois

Community colleges list: 
oneclickadmit.org

*Awareness and Outreach



Workshops & Resources

● Upcoming Workshops:
● Thursday, March 5th at 6 p.m.
● Tuesday, March 10th at 12 p.m. 
● Wednesday, March 18th at 6 p.m. 
● Thursday, March 26th at 12 p.m.  

● Video Overviews:
○ Junior Opt-in Walkthrough
○ Parent Opt-in Walkthrough
○ Community College Opt-in Walkthrough

●  Visit the OCCA resource page to access:
○  A recorded informational webinar for counselors
○  Student FAQs you can share directly with juniors and families

http://www.isac.org/OCCA-workshops
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBZTM_ap-oA&t=22s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBZTM_ap-oA&t=22s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-yYfdmCqG0&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DAN_oEE-Cs
https://www.oneclickadmit.org/Resources.html#gsc.tab=0


Emerging Work



Launching New Work: A Comprehensive Look at Illinois 
High School Graduation Requirements

EdSystems is embarking on work to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of Illinois high school 
graduation requirements and identify stakeholder priorities 
in reevaluating them.

● Reach out to Madeleine (mgreene@NIU.edu) or join the 
March 11 Policy Committee meeting to learn more. 

● Discussion: What are your experiences and priorities 
within existing graduation requirements? 

menti.com/alwn46tgz76v

mailto:mgreene@NIU.edu


How do we anticipate the realities and challenges 
that will shape our future?

How do we design education and workforce systems 
that equip students not just to enter the world as it is 
today, but to adapt and thrive as it continues to 
change?

We address these questions in our 
Policy Agenda Pillar 4 Blog.

EdSystems Policy Agenda: Future Readiness

https://edsystemsniu.org/equipping-students-for-success-in-a-rapidly-evolving-college-and-career-landscape/


Reports & 
Resources



Reports

Student Experience & Conditions

● Advance Illinois: The State Weʼre In
● Partnership for College Completion (PCC): Transfer Dashboards
● Illinois Workforce and Education Research Collaborative (IWERC): 

○ Learning Renewal: The relation between absenteeism and student learning in a postpandemic 
context

○ Precarious prospects: Education pays, yet socioeconomic disparities persist in Illinois students' later 
earnings

Policy Evaluation & Continuous Improvement

● IWERC: Promising pathways: College and industry routes to good jobs for Illinois youth from low-income 
families

● PCCʼs Second Progress Report on Reforming Developmental Education in Illinois

https://www.advanceillinois.org/the-state-we-are-in-2025
https://partnershipfcc.org/publications/illinois-college-transfer-pathways-pcc-interactive-dashboards/
https://dpi.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Absenteeism_Report_final.pdf
https://dpi.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Absenteeism_Report_final.pdf
https://dpi.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Precarious-Prospects_final_2025.07.09.pdf
https://dpi.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Precarious-Prospects_final_2025.07.09.pdf
https://ws.engr.illinois.edu/sitemanager/getfile.asp?id=8600
https://ws.engr.illinois.edu/sitemanager/getfile.asp?id=8600
https://partnershipfcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL_2026-DERA-Report-2.12.26.pdf


Upcoming 
Opportunities & 
Closing



Success Network Policy Committee

Who? Local and statewide education, workforce, community-based organizations, advocacy groups, 
and state agency stakeholders spanning the P-20 pipeline.

What? Collaborate and learn from one another, elevates local practice to inform state policy, and 
supports local practitioners to take advantage of policy windows.

Upcoming Meeting: Wednesday, March 11, 9:30–11 a.m.

● Hear from a Success Network Leadership Community on efforts to integrate student voice into 
CTE programming.

● Student Advisory Council feature with student perspectives on CTE access. 
● Timely state policy updates from the 105th General Assembly.
● Pending federal updates and impacts on Illinois.

Learn more and register for upcoming meetings:
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/policy-committee/ 

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/policy-committee/


Upcoming Events

March 11: Success Network Policy Committee Meeting (Virtual; Website)

March 16: Success Network Webinar – Future Ready: Building Postsecondary and 
Career Awareness in Middle School (Virtual; Website)

March 31: Developmental Education Reform Act Conference (Bloomington; Website)

April 27:  Success Network Webinar –Fostering Unity for Rural Education (Virtual; 
Website)

May 6: ISBEʼs Career Connections Conference (Normal; Website)

https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/policy-committee/
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/events/
https://icsps.illinoisstate.edu/developmental-education-reform-act-dera
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/events/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Career-Connections-Conference.aspx

