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In addition to our Attendance Conversation Starter, here are some attendance-related 
resources to help you evaluate and improve your attendance systems at the school or district 
level.  

 

● Attendance Facts – Chronic absence — missing 10 percent or more of school days due 
to absence for any reason—excused, unexcused absences and in or out of school 
suspensions—can translate into students having difficulty learning to read by the third-
grade, achieving in middle school, and graduating from high school. Read more at Ten 
Facts About School Attendance 

● District Self-Assessment – Does your district have a systemic approach to reducing 
chronic absence? This district self-assessment will help you identify your current 
strengths and weaknesses and identify opportunities for improving your tiered 
approach to attendance. 

● School Practice Self-Assessment – A district-wide system is only effective if it’s applied 
consistently on the ground. This school practice self-assessment will help you identify 
strengths and opportunities at the building level. 

● Attendance Playbook Guide – Implementing a new attendance system can feel 
overwhelming. This detailed step-by-step guide will help you develop a system that will 
be most effective for your school at tiers one, two and three – and determine how to 
start with high-impact, low-effort solutions. Pair it with the Attendance Playbook, which 
provides intervention strategies and resources. 

● ISBE School Attendance and Truancy Webinars – In December 2023, ISBE held an hour-
long webinar on Daily School Attendance and Truancy Laws. You can view the webinar 
on YouTube.  ISBE hosted a second webinar that provided information on compulsory 
attendance, provisions in School Code for serving chronically absent and truant 
students, and simple tips and additional resources for supporting attendance. You can 
view the webinar presentation document online.  

 

● View additional evidence-based practices for improving attendance on our website. 

https://ilmtss.niu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/9-25-Attendance-Conversation-Starter_2024-Newsletter.docx
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/10-facts-about-school-attendance/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/10-facts-about-school-attendance/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/District-SELF-ASSESSMENT-Tool-rev-4-18-22.pdf
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/SCHOOL-PRACTICE-Self-Assessment-Tool-5-25-22.pdf
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Attendance-Works-Implementation-Guide-June-2023.pdf
https://www.future-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Attendance-Playbook.5.23.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiMTgWOrUUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiMTgWOrUUs
http://link.isbe.net/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTAyMDg4NDQsImUiOiJraGFycmlzMTJAbml1LmVkdSIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00MDFlNTQ3NGMyYzhlZDExYjU5NzAwMGQzYTMxNGQxNy02MDI2ZWFjYjc1YzE0ZGFjOGJiZWQxZTNmZmRlYzUzMyIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI0MDA5LWM5N2FiMzFjNmVlNjRhYTQ4YjQwNjlmZDNlYzk1YjA0IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjQiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pc2JlLm5ldC9Eb2N1bWVudHMvSWwtVHJ1YW5jeS1BdHQtTGF3cy5wZGY_X2NsZGVlPW5jclBycndtOGZENVM3ai1sa19CZXRpd3NxcVBIZlNoc05xaWZkaWhiT3RTZXctamdsUC1vWnpXM2IwSmFvQW8mcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00MDFlNTQ3NGMyYzhlZDExYjU5NzAwMGQzYTMxNGQxNy02MDI2ZWFjYjc1YzE0ZGFjOGJiZWQxZTNmZmRlYzUzMyZlc2lkPWU0ZTExZjg1LTFlYWItZWUxMS1iZTM3LTAwMGQzYTMxNGQxNyJ9/61WDgpd2wGk-9eWV4sFWQA
https://ilmtss.niu.edu/evidence-based-practice-information/

