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POSTSECONDARY AND WORKFORCE READINESS ACT





WHY?

• Provide students and families with a clearer understanding of the 
knowledge and behavior required for college and career readiness

• Give students greater agency to become active participants in their 
learning, including in more relevant contexts

• This is a big shift -- build out a variety of models, local champions, and 
state-level supports that promote scaling beyond the pilot



FLEXIBILTY FOR LOCAL INNOVATION
A participating school district can decide:

• Which years?

• Which graduation requirements?

• Which high schools?

Core strategy supporting the community’s efforts to 
better prepare students for college, career, and life



PARTNERSHIPS AND ENGAGEMENT

1. Partnership with a community college and a 4-year institution

• Plan must address how graduates from the system will provide 
information normally expected by postsecondary institutions 
for admission and financial aid 

2. Plan for engaging feeder K-8 schools

3. Teachers:

• Initial demonstration of commitment by teachers involved with 
pilot, demonstrating engagement throughout the application 
development process

• Statement by union president on union’s position 

• Standing planning and implementation committee



WAIVERS

• Participating school districts can obtain State Supt. waiver or modification of 
any School Code provisions/rules to support the proposed competency-based 
system

• However, no waivers for:  State assessments, accountability, teacher 
tenure/seniority, evaluations, or protections for particular groups of students 
(SWD, ELL)

• Any waiver of teacher educator licensure requirements must ensure that an 
appropriately licensed teacher and the provider of instruction jointly determine 
the method for assessing competency of mastery and jointly verify whether a 
student has demonstrated mastery



IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

State Supt 
publishes initial 
application 
DUE 1/27/17

School districts 
selected for initial 
pilot commence 
planning or 
implementation

School districts 
commence or 
continue 
implementation

State Supt can 
establish a new 
cohort

16-17 
SY

17-18 
SY

18-19 
SY

19-20 
SY
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WILLIAMSFIELD SCHOOLS
Prek-12, one campus, one building

Demographics & Structure

• Approximately 300 students PK-12

• Approximately 20-25 per grade level

• PK-4 Elementary (one section of each grade, K-4)

• 5-8 Middle School (traditionally one section of each core course)

• 9-12 High School (traditionally one section of each core course)



WILLIAMSFIELD SCHOOLS
Prek-12, one campus, one building

Expanding from one Pathway

• Creation of Pathway Leads (Ag/Construction, Business, Engineering, 
Fine Arts, IT, Life Sciences)

• 5th/6th Pathway Course sampling, 7th/8th course selection

• Internship opportunities & expansion of work-based placements

• AP Courses to accompany Dual Credit Options

• Competency-Based “Acceleration Points”



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Proposed Activities for ISBE Pilot

• Four Graduation Pathways (Diploma+ model)

• Integrated Curricular Pathways

• Competency-Based Acceleration Points

• Targeted English Course Expansion
• College/Career Composition & Literature

• College/Career Technical Reading & Writing

• Core Coursework Embedded into Career Pathway Courses

• Continual Core Course Enrolment (ELA/Literacy, 
Math, Science)

• Parallel Grading & Reporting Scheme



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Graduation Pathways

A Diploma+ Model

• Diploma+ Associate’s Degree

• Diploma+ College Credit

• Diploma+ Technical Certification

• Diploma+ Internship/Work-based Learning



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Competency-Based Acceleration Points

• Career Pathway Courses: Build toward job placement

• ELA/Literacy: Build toward AP Exam 3+ sophomore year
• Backmap from CSC ENG 101/NIU ENGL 103

• ENG.021-ENG.086

• Mathematics: Build toward IM3 completion sophomore year

• Science: TBA



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Integrated Curricular Pathways

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

• Circular not Linear

• Skills at Different Levels

• Transferrable Skills

• YOU NEVER START FROM 
SCRATCH!



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Assessing ELA/Literacy Skills (CCSS Snapshots)



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Assessing Core Science Skills (NGSS Snapshots)



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Assessing Career Pathway Skills (Snapshots)



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Proposed Activities for ISBE Pilot

• Targeted English Course Expansion
• College/Career Composition & Literature

• College/Career Technical Reading & Writing

• Core Coursework Embedded into Career Pathway Courses

• Continual Core Course Enrolment (ELA/Literacy, Math, Science)

• Parallel Grading & Reporting Scheme (Skill Grades & Process Marks)



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Integrated Curricular Pathways



COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH
Competency-Based Acceleration Points

• Career Pathway Courses: Intro course completion 8th grade year

• ELA/Literacy: Build toward AP Exam 3+ sophomore year
• Backmap from CSC ENG 101/NIU ENGL 103

• ENG.021-ENG.086

• Mathematics: Build toward IM3 completion sophomore year

• Science: TBA
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THANK YOU


