
Workshop on expanding our capacity: Connecting to after-school and 

community organizations



Welcome!



Agenda

1. Background on the Map

2. Why We Created the Map

3. How We Use the Map 

4. The Statewide Context for Afterschool 

5. Exploring Afterschool 

6. The Unmet Need for Afterschool

7. Future Uses for the Map

8. What Stakeholders Can Do

9. Breakout Activity



What is ACT Now?

 A statewide coalition that advocates for quality and affordable afterschool 

programs for Illinois’ youth

 Our partners are:

 Providers

 Educators

 State agency members

 Community advocates 

 Youth organizations

 Policymakers 
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Why Do We Need a 

Map/Benefits to Providers
 Fragmented field

 Network with other programs/pool resources

 Advertise to community members’ and parents

 Educate policymakers and the public



How We

Use the Map
 map.actnowillinois.org



How We Use the Map: Geographic Filter



How We Use the Map: Content Filters



How We Use the 

Map: County 

View



How We Use the Map: 

Program Profile



The State Context For Afterschool

 2,141 programs are in the map

 Over 400,000 youth, or 18% of youth participate in afterschool

 Programs on average had 6 staff people

 The following is the breakdown of program timing: 



The State Context For Afterschool: 

Grades



The State Context For Afterschool

Settings Geographic Location



Exploring Afterschool: Funding



Exploring Afterschool: Quality Matters

 468 programs report using the 

quality standards

 260 report having qualified staff



Exploring Afterschool: Healthy Lives

 One in six children in Illinois 

struggles with hunger

 19.3% of youth ages 10 to 17 are 

obese

 44% of programs offer some sort of 

food



Exploring Afterschool: Mentoring

 Mentored students better attitudes toward school and better 

attendance

 Mentoring can also support staff capacity 



Exploring Afterschool: Academic Support

 Afterschool programs help youth 
behave in class, improve their 
grades, and complete their 
homework assignments 

 The Afterschool Map and Database 
shows that afterschool programs are 
making a substantial effort to 
support academic achievement in 
Illinois, including:

 48 percent offering homework 
assistance

 77% offering instructional support

 51% offering reading and writing 
support

 77% offering project based 
enrichment



Exploring Afterschool: Career Readiness 

 Only 31 percent of students in 

Illinois graduate high school 

college and career ready

 Many schools are not able to 

provide opportunities during the 

school day for all students to 

learn about college and career 

options or to develop vital 21st 

century workforce skills

 Afterschool programs teach 

workforce skills and expose youth 

to new careers



Exploring Afterschool: Family 

Engagement



The Unmet Need for Afterschool and 

Return on Investment

 Need outpaces supply.  For every 1 child in afterschool 2 are waiting to get in.

 Less than one percent of the state’s investments in children and youth ($6.2 

billion) are dedicated to keeping youth safe, connected, and engaged in their 

communities through service, recreational, or leadership opportunities.

 Afterschool saves up to $9 for every $1 invested. 



Future Uses for the Map

 Policymakers

 Explain what afterschool is

 Connect them to programs in their region

 Show them gaps around the state 

 Overlay with other social determinants 



What Can Stakeholders Do

State Agencies

• Support 
districts in 
afterschool

• Promote 
afterschool 
as a way to 
improve 
schools

• Helps CBOs 
and school 
collaborate

Educators

• Share data 
and 
collaborate

• Use 
afterschool 
quality tools

Business 
Leaders

• Advocate

• Provide 
expertise

• Support

Policymakers 

• Support 
funding and 
partnerships

• Highlight the 
effectiveness 
of 
afterschool



Breakout

With a partner look for programs in your 

area look at programs in your area

Answer the question on the handout

Be ready to share out!



Questions
Contact Susan Stanton at stantons@actnowillinois.org. 

Find the report at www.actnowillinois.org

mailto:stantons@actnowillinois.org

