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WELCOME

• On the chat tell us:

• Your organization or school

• What town you're joining us from

• A popular restaurant in your town



ENGAGING VIRTUALLY DURING THE 

PANDEMIC

#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

Agenda

• Engaging Virtually with Communities

• Training Opportunities

• ISAC-led Conferences

• Technology of Participation (ToP) Workshops

• Engaging Virtually with Students and Parents

• Student Portal Toolbox

• ISACorps

• Student Portal College Resources

• Other ISAC Virtual Initiatives



VIRTUAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
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@ISACFinAid

Spring 2021

• Financial Aid Certification Series - This series of online webinars gives

professionals a detailed understanding of the financial aid process and the opportunity to 
obtain a certification over a week-long training.

• Monday, April 12th – Friday April 16th

• Postsecondary and Career Expectation (PaCE) – This series of online trainings 

help schools understand and adopt the Illinois PaCE Framework

• PaCE Overview - Thursday, March 18th and Thursday, May 20th

• PaCE Implementation Leader Training - Thursday, April 22nd

• PD Webinar Series- This series of webinars offers professionals a wide range of topics 

around the college going process and helping students through the postsecondary process.

• Every other Tuesday from 1:00pm-2:00pm beginning Tuesday, January 5th through Tuesday, May 11th

• ISAC awards Continuing Education (CE) credits and Professional 

Development (PD) hours to session participants at a rate of one per 

contact hour. 

www.isac.org/PD



VIRTUAL CONFERENCES
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College Changes Everything – Week of July 12th, 2021

• For more information and recordings from 2020 visit:

https://www.collegechangeseverything.org/events/

FAFSA Symposium - 2021 dates yet to be announced

• For more information and recordings from 2020 visit:

https://www.isac.org/2020FAFSAsymposium

Sharing the Dream – May 19th, 2021

• For more information and materials from 2020 visit:

https://www.iacac.org/sharing-the-dream/

https://www.collegechangeseverything.org/events/
https://www.isac.org/2020FAFSAsymposium
https://www.iacac.org/sharing-the-dream/


TECHNOLOGY OF PARTICIPATION (ToP) 

FOCUSED CONVERSATION
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• Approximately 1-1.5 hours

• Facilitate a meaningful exchange of ideas, gain a broader and 

deeper understanding of a topic, process difficult issues, reflect 

on a shared experience and decided what to do as a result.

• It ensures that every stage of processing information is thought 

through carefully and in detail so that one can come to a 

conclusion based on a wide range of data.



TECHNOLOGY OF PARTICIPATION (ToP) 

CONSENSUS WORKSHOP
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• Approximately 2-3 hours

• Infuse a group with creative energy and bring diverse opinions 

and perspectives into an agreement everyone can own and 

support.

• This method helps a group in generating creative solutions from 

multiple perspectives. 

• Main goal is to work through conflict and achieve consensus 

among a group.



TECHNOLOGY OF PARTICIPATION (ToP) 

ACTION PLANNING WORKSHOP
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• Approximately 4 hours

• Used to plan single-focus event or project with a clear beginning 

and end. 

• It presumes a broad, prior agreement to move forward and works 

best for events and projects that take a year or less of planning. 

• Common uses for the ToP Action Planning include developing a 

project plan, planning a community event, planning a conference, 

planning a celebration, and more.



PAST TECHNOLOGY OF PARTICIPATION 

(ToP) WORKSHOPS
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• Communities

• Consensus Workshop – (with GEAR UP students) What might stop you from 

achieving your future goals?

• PaCE Consensus Workshop - Thinking about 8th to 12th grade, when should 

Postsecondary and Career Expectations (PaCE) benchmarks be addressed 

in your students’ postsecondary plan to help them make decisions about 

financial aid, career, and postsecondary education?

• 60 by 25 Network

• Consensus Workshop – What can we do to support the IL 60 by 25 Network 

strategic focus areas?

If you're interested in ISAC facilitating a ToP workshop please contact

• Jasmine Jetton-Gonzales, Capacity Development Coordinator, 

jasmine.jetton-gonzales@illinois.gov

mailto:jasmine.jetton-gonzales@illinois.gov


FEATURES
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Toolbox

• Financial Aid Game

• Internship and Summer Jobs

• College Checklist

• Event Calendar

• Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet

• MAP Estimator

ISACorps

• Find Your ISACorps

College Resources

• Cappex

• Illinois workNet

• Claim Your Future

www.studentportal.isac.org

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/


TOOLBOX

TOOLS TO HELP YOU GET READY FOR COLLEGE
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FinAid Game

Internships and Summer Jobs

College Checklist 

PaCE Student Checklist

Event Calendar

Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet

MAP Estimator

FEATURES
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www.studentportal.isac.org/toolbox

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/toolbox


FINAID GAME
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www.studentportal.isac.org/game

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/game


INTERNSHIPS AND SUMMER JOBS
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www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs


COLLEGE CHECKLIST
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www.studentportal.isac.org/checklist

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/checklist


Tool to help guide students from 

8th to 12th grade through the 

college and career planning 

process.

PaCE STUDENT CHECKLIST
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www.isac.org/pace

http://www.isac.org/pace


FINANCIAL AID COMPARISON 

WORKSHEET
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www.studentportal.isac.org/finaid

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/finaid


MAP ESTIMATOR
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www.studentportal.isac.org/mapestimator

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/mapestimator


ISACorps

SUPPORTING POSTSECONDARY PREPARATION
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ISACorps
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Recent college graduates serve as 
near-peer mentors to assist students 
and families with the college and 
financial aid processes 

Provide free support for:

• College and career exploration

• College and scholarship 
applications

• FAFSA completion workshops

• College preparation workshops 

To find your nearest ISACorps
Representative, visit our website and 
enter your zip code

www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps


FIND YOUR ISACorps MEMBER
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www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps


Students can join one of our free 

virtual events that help support 

them with:

• Financial aid

• FAFSA and Alternative App. 

completion

• College planning

Note: Registration required.

ISAC EVENT CALENDAR
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www.studentportal.isac.org/events

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/events


Cappex

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH AND COLLEGE 

EXPLORATION
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GETTING STARTED
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Finding a College

• Explore Colleges

• My College List

• My Preference

Paying for School

• Find Scholarships

My Student Profile

• Personal Info

• High School 

Academics

www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


MY STUDENT PROFILE
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


MY STUDENT PROFILE (Continued)
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


HOME
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


EXPLORE COLLEGES
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


EXPLORE COLLEGES FILTERS
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www.Cappex.com/ISAC

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


@ISACFinAid
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MY COLLEGE LIST

www.Cappex.com/ISAC

Other colleges 
recommended 

based on 
preferences

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


@ISACFinAid

#IL60by25

MY COLLEGE LIST

www.Cappex.com/ISAC

Other colleges 
recommended 

based on 
preferences

http://www.Cappex.com/isac
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FIND SCHOLARSHIPS

www.Cappex.com/ISAC

Filters

http://www.Cappex.com/isac


ILLINOIS WORKNET

CAREER EXPLORATION
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FEATURES
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www.illinoisworknet.com

Assessment

• Interest, learning style, work values, and lifestyle preferences

Resume Builder 

• Sample resumes, sample cover letters, or start from scratch

jobFinder

• Search job database by location, job sector, and position type 

And more…

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


Connect to occupations that match your interest, work values, learning style 

and lifestyle preferences

• Career Cluster Inventory

• Interest Profiler

• Work Importance Locator

• Lifestyle “Reality Check”

• Learning Style Survey

ASSESSMENTS

#IL60by25
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www.illinoisworknet.com

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


Select from different resume options

• Over 500 sample resumes

• Or start your own from scratch

Save multiple resumes

RESUME BUILDER

#IL60by25
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www.illinoisworknet.com

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


Search job database

• Location

• Job Sector

• Position Type

• And more

JOBFINDER
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www.illinoisworknet.com

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/


CLAIM YOUR FUTURE

FINANCIAL LITERACY
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CLAIM YOUR FUTURE

Financial literacy tool that 

encourages students to explore 

education after high school, 

future careers, and money 

management.

Resources:

• Printable budget worksheet

• Educator’s Guide

• Training Video

• Certificate of Completion

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


CLAIM YOUR FUTURE WEBSITE

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


CLAIM YOUR FUTURE START PAGE

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


PRE-ASSESSMENT

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

15 questions on:

• Postsecondary 

options

• Careers

• Financial goals

• Salaries

• Budgeting

• Savings

• Needs vs. Wants

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


INSTRUCTIONS

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


CAREER

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


SAVINGS

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


HOUSING

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


HOUSING

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


FOOD

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


TRANSPORTATION

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


COMMUNICATIONS

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


EXTRAS

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


FINAL BUDGET

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com/#IL60by25
@ISACFinAid

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


OTHER VIRTUAL 

RESOURCES
UNDER RESOURCE TAB AT 

ISAC.STUDENTPORTAL.ORG 

#IL60by25
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College search for Illinois 

colleges or universities that best 

fit a student’s education and 

career goals

Search include:

• Tuition and Fees

• Student Debt 

• Earnings in IL

• Earning Growth in IL

www.ilcollege2career.com

ILLINOIS COLLEGE2CAREER
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https://www.ilcollege2career.com/


From the U.S. Department of 

Education, this tool uses basic 

information you provide to help 

you estimate your eligibility for 

federal student aid, including 

the Pell Grant, work study and 

student loans. 

www.fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1

FAFSA4CASTER
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https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1


What is one tool you will be 

adding to your toolbox to 

use as a result of today's 

session?
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Jasmine Jetton-Gonzales

Capacity Development Coordinator

Illinois Student Assistance Commission

Jasmine.Jetton-Gonzales@illinois.gov

847-945-0875

Ana Moya

Professional Development Specialist

Illinois Student Assistance Commission

Ana.Moya@illinois.gov

708-779-8013

#IL60by25

@ISACFinAid

QUESTIONS?

mailto:Jasmine.Jetton-Gonzales@illinois.gov
mailto:Ana.Moya@illinois.gov


THANK YOU
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