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Background of PaCE
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July 2016: The PWR Act is signed into law and partners the 
four education agencies to develop and establish a system 

to ensure high school students are college and career ready

July 2017: Deadline for education agencies to adopt and 
recommend a framework that outlines the Illinois PaCE 

Framework

May 2022: Public Act 102-0917 signed into law and builds 
upon the PWR Act with a focus on PaCE and College and 

Career Pathway Endorsements

July 2023: The four state education agencies adopted and 
publicized an updated Illinois PaCE Framework

July 2024: Chicago Public Schools (CPS) July 2025: All other 
public schools implements and posts their PaCE Framework 

in a prominent area of website



PaCE Frameworks Across the State 

●ISAC has identified 276 schools and 
districts who are implementing 
PaCE

○180 customized (58 w/ISAC)

○60 adopted Illinois PaCE

●We have created a repository of 
frameworks, available at 
www.isac.org/pace 

3/13/2026

http://www.isac.org/pace


Purpose of a Framework

●Serves as a tool to guide college and career readiness efforts

●A framework provides:

○Sustainability – enables college and career readiness efforts to be replicated 
from year to year

○Accountability – allows all staff to understand the expectations for college and 
career readiness at each grade level

○Flexibility – can be adjusted to meet the needs of the student population and 
scaled-up as needed
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Illinois PaCE Framework - HS



Illinois PaCE Framework - MS



Components of the Middle School Framework

●A student should be exposed to:
○Understand concepts

●A student should be supported to:
○Action items or experiences

10

 By the end of 8th grade

By the end of 7th 
grade

By the end of 6th 
grade

ISBE, ICCB, IBHE, ISAC
7/1/2023



Aspiration
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GOAL: Develop self-awareness and form an identity consistent with postsecondary success

Benchmarks: 
•Students should be exposed to:

• Information about and examples of a wide range of careers (6th grade) 
•Students should be supported to:

• Explore their interests (6th grade)
• Engage in guided self-reflection (7th grade)
• Articulate aspirations (7th grade)
• Envision a positive future (7th grade)
• Explore barriers to aspiration (8th grade)
• Articulate personal strengths(8th grade)
• Identify sources of motivation (8th grade)



Planning
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GOAL: Learn the skills necessary to develop and successfully execute a plan for the desired postsecondary outcome

Benchmarks:
• Students should be exposed to:

• Language that emphasizes individual skills, strengths, and assets (6th grade)
• The concept of career clusters of interest (8th grade)
• Relationship between community service/extracurricular activities and postsecondary career goals (8th grade)

• Students should be supported to:
• Practice their strengths (6th grade)
• Explore their habits (7th grade)
• Create or change a habit (7th grade)
• Record their progress (7th grade)
• Explore career interests (7th & 8th grade) 
• Develop an educational plan for at least one career interest (8th grade)
• Compare possible financial futures (8th grade)
• Complete a career cluster survey (8th grade)
• Attend a career exploration day (8th grade) 



Self-Advocacy 
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GOAL: Focus on building a strong and supportive social network that can guide them to and through 
postsecondary education and into a successful career

Benchmarks:
•  A student should be exposed to:

• Practices that develop a growth mindset (6th grade)
• A financial literacy unit in a course or workshop (8th grade)

•  A student should be supported to:
• Develop their confidence in their abilities (6th grade)
• Explore their strengths  (7th grade) 
• Effectively ask for help (7th grade)
• Understand growth mindset (7th grade)
• Demonstrate a growth mindset (8th grade)
• Explore learning styles (8th grade)
• Map a support network (8th grade)
• Complete a unit on education planning (8th grade)



Forest Park School District 91

Forest Park SD91: 

● K-8 district 
● 2 primary elementary (292 students)
● 1 intermediate elementary 

(203 students)
● 1 middle school (188 students) 





Resource to Support BOTH SEL and PaCE Framework

+



Relevant, Meaningful & Engaging 

Grade 6 - Unit 3/Lesson 1:  Organizing My Life

CASEL Competencies

● Self Awareness. Integrating personal and social identities; Linking feelings, values, and thoughts
● Self-Management. Using planning and organizational skills
● Social Awareness. Showing concern for the feelings of others 

Illinois PaCE

● Language that emphasizes individual skills, strengths, and assets
● Develop their confidence in their abilities 













Oh my goodness! We had an anonymous and very generous donor give us some 
money to go on a class trip! But we need to plan out the trip ourselves. What steps 
do we need to take to make sure we have a good time?
1. What is our goal? 
2. Let’s create a travel checklist with action steps we can take to have a good 

time.
3. Write your action step on the sticky note provided to you.
4. Post your sticky note on our Class Trip Checklist.

Sample Activity: Class Trip Checklist





Q&A
Ana Moya
ana.moya@illinois.gov

James Elder
jelder@fpsd91.org

Rachel Graham
rachel@successbound.org



Upcoming Events

March 25: Illinois Work-Based Learning Innovation Network (I-WIN) Webinar – 
Expanding Health Sciences Pathways: Regional Models for High-Quality Work-Based 
Learning (Virtual)

April 21: PaCE Curriculum Training - in-person

April 27:  Success Network Webinar – Fostering Unity for Rural Education (Virtual)

https://edsystemsniu.org/expanding-health-sciences-pathways-regional-models-for-high-quality-work-based-learning/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pace-curriculum-training-tickets-1983964887385?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://ilsuccessnetwork.org/events/


Thank You




